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6. Read aloud or to yourself the following lines from “I Have a Dream.” Underline the parallel expressions, and circle the words that you think were meant to be emphasized. Then, on the line below, describe the effect of the persuasive techniques King used here.

We can never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies . . . cannot gain lodging in . . .

motels . . . and . . . hotels . . . . We cannot be satisfied as long as the Negro’s basic mobility

is from a small ghetto to a larger one . . . . No, no, we are not satisfied, and we will not be

satisfied until justice rolls down like waters and righteousness like a mighty stream.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. Midway through “I Have a Dream,” Martin Luther King, Jr., tells his audience, “Let us not wallow in the valley of despair.” With that remark, King recognizes that a “valley of despair” exists and pleads with his listeners not to “wallow” in it. In your own words, explain King’s message in this sentence.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. In “I Have a Dream,” King refers to the creed of the United States. The word creed often appears in references to discrimination: A person may not be discriminated against on the basis of his or her creed. Use the definition of creed to explain the meaning of that idea.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. In “I Have a Dream,” Martin Luther King, Jr., quotes a verse from the song “My Country ’Tis of Thee.” What is the effect of including words from this song? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. In the last seven paragraphs of “I Have a Dream,” King uses a line from “My Country ’Tis of Thee” to create parallelism. What line from the song does he use?
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

