Introduction to Physical Science

Lawndale High School



www.lawndalehs.org


Instructor:
Mrs. Jessica Dutton



Tutoring: Tuesday & Thursday @ Lunch
Room: 

606





                OR by appointment


Email: 

duttonj@centinela.k12.ca.us



COURSE DESCRIPTION

Intro to Physical Science is a one-year U.C. approved science course focusing on the Earth Sciences.  This year we will focus on Physical and Historical Geology, Oceanography, Meteorology, and Astronomy.  Successful completion of Intro to Physical Science is recommended to continue to more advanced sciences.
GRADING AND COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Grades will be posted bi-weekly in class and online.
The following grading scale will apply (remember, Lawndale High School does not give ‘D’s’):
· 97% (A+), 93% (A), 90% (A-)

· 87% (B+), 83% (B), 80% (B-)

· 77% (C+), 73% (C), 70% (C-)

· Below 70% (F)

The components of the course grade are: 

· 40% Tests and Quizzes (A quiz at the end of every chapter, a unit test at the end of each unit, and cumulative tests at the end of each quarter)
· 10% Final Exam

· 25% Classwork
· 25% Homework 

Tests and Homework:

· You must turn in homework assignments in order to take the tests and quizzes.

· Successful completion of homework assignments will help you with these quizzes!

Late Work:

· Labs cannot be made up, but you can be excused with an excused absence from the attendance office.

· If you miss a lecture or a warm up, they will be posted on my website.

I will contact home if your grade drops too low!

A few extra credit opportunities will be available throughout the course (keep a lookout for them).

MATERIALS

You need to have the following materials by the beginning of the second week of school.

· Pencil and Pen (blue or black ink only)

· 8.5 X 11 Notebook/Paper (NO spiral-bound without perforations!)
· 3-Ring Binder with dividers

· Flash Drive (recommended)

I have gone over the preceding class requirements and understand my responsibilities.

Student Name _____________________________ Signature _________________________ Date _______

Parent/Guardian Name ______________________________ Signature ___________________________ 

Phone Number _________________________ Email _____________________________________

CLASSROOM RULES AND PROCEDURES
The following rules have been created for the assurance of promoting an optimal learning environment in which all students can succeed.  Please read the following carefully, and then sign and date below.

1. Be seated and quiet, with all electronic devices put away and turned off, by the time the bell rings.  If I see it or hear it, the electronic device will be taken away and given to the principal’s office for a week.
2. Come to class prepared.  Bring a pencil and a pen, paper, and your notebook everyday.  Have your materials out and ready by the time the bell rings.

3. Begin the “Warm Up” exercise by the time the bell rings.  We will go over the warm up approximately 5 minutes after the bell rings.
4. No eating, drinking (except for bottled water), or chewing gum is allowed in the classroom.  This is a lab classroom, and as such we use different materials which may be harmful is ingested.  No selling of fundraising materials (candy, etc.) during class.  If you have it out during class, it will be confiscated for the day.
5. The bell does NOT dismiss you.  Throw away any garbage at or around your table and remain seated until you are excused.
6. Tests and Quizzes are cumulative.  Any missed exams must be made up within one week of any absence.  Cheating of any kind is NOT tolerated and will result in a FAIL grade, a call home, and you will be referred to administration for possible expulsion.  Don’t do it, it’s not worth it.
7. You will be issued a textbook for this class.  If it is returned in anything other than like new condition, you will be charged $80.  You will be unable to check-out additional textbooks from the school until you pay for a lost or damaged book
8. Being on time is important to your success in my class.  I will follow the LHS tardy policy strictly.  For further information, refer to the LHS student guide.
9. This is YOUR classroom.  Any acts of vandalism will result in an automatic referral to administration.

10. Exercise RESPECT in everything you do.

You will receive four restroom/hall passes for the semester.  Use them anytime, but you will not receive more.  They can be exchanged for extra credit at the end of the semester.

I will treat you like the young adults you are.  If you cease acting like a young adult, I will treat you accordingly.  This may result in a call home or referral to administration.  This is a lesson in life; how you present yourself to others is directly related to the level of respect they give you!

In order for this class to perform properly and for you to learn effectively, you must agree to do the following things:

1. Give me, as your teacher, complete and unchallenged permission to teach you;

2. Abide by the rules of this class;

3. Commit to investing your best effort to learn.


Comments ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
