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Of Mice and Men
AP Study Guide Questions

You may record your answers on these papers.
Chapter One

1. Reread the first paragraph of the novel. How does the passage function? What purpose does Steinbeck fulfill by beginning the novel in this way?

2. Explain the rhetorical strategies used in the following lines: “There is a path through the willows and among the sycamores, a path beaten hard by boys coming down from the ranches to swim in the deep pool, and beaten hard by tramps by who come wearily down from the highway in the evening to jungle-up near water” (1-2).

3. Compare and contrast the two men who come into the clearing by the river. What do you think Steinbeck wants the reader to infer about the two men based on their descriptions?

4. In the section of text from page 3-4, Steinbeck uses several animal images to describe Lennie. Cite two examples of images that are used and explain their effect on Lennie’s characterization.

5. When George and Lennie reach a clearing, George gives Lennie instructions about the water. The scene on page 3 serves two purposes: explain each.
6. When Lennie and George sit by the river to rest, what do they talk about? What does Steinbeck achieve through the conversation? What can we learn about Lennie from their conversation? What can we learn about George?

7. Read the following line from the novel and explain the phrase “watchin’ that blackboard.” How does it contribute to the characterization of George and Lennie?

“You remember settin’ in that gutter on Howard Street and watchin’ that blackboard?” (5).

8. What information about Lennie’s character is revealed to the reader through George’s discovery of the dead mouse in Lennie’s pocket?

9. Describe George’s plan for getting the job at the ranch. What do we learn about Lennie from this plan?

10. Why does Steinbeck mention on page 7 that George and Lennie had problems in Weed but then not develop the story?

11. As George and Lennie are waiting to go to the camp, George states, “God, you’re a lot of trouble. I could get along so easy and so nice if I didn’t have you on my tail. I could live so easy and maybe have a girl” (7). Explain what this statement illustrates about George’s feelings toward Lennie. How is George’s statement ironic given the time period in which the novel is set? What does the reader learn about George and his dreams?

12. Even though Lennie’s mentality keeps him from fully understanding the world around him, he is very sensitive to George’s feelings. Describe an incident that shows Lennie’s compassion for George.

13. After George erupts in anger about the responsibility of taking care of Lennie, Lennie offers to run away and leave George alone. Why do you think George does not take Lennie up on his offer?

14. What literary techniques does Steinbeck use in the passage on page 11 that begins “ ‘You crazy son-of-a-bitch. You keep me in hot water all the time.’” The passage ends with “He looked across the fire at Lennie’s anguished face, and then he looked ashamedly at the flames.”
15. Why does Lennie like George to tell the story of the ranch, even though he already knows it by heart? Why does George so readily agree to tell the story, even though he has just gotten angry with Lennie a few minutes before? What does this story reveal about one of the themes in the novel?

16. Explain the expression “live off the fatta the lan’” (14).

17. Why does George tell Lennie to remember the spot where they are camping? What might this conversation foreshadow?

18. By the end of chapter 1, there are two themes that are easily identified. Using specific examples, describe these themes.  
