Compare-and-contrast essay

Step 1: Choose two things that have both similarities and differences that you know and care enough about to write an essay.

Examples: surfing and body-boarding, baseball and softball, staying with Grandma A and staying with Grandma B, local food and mainland food….
Step 2: Use a double-bubble map, outline, or Venn Diagram to make sure you have plenty of good examples of similarities and differences. (Do not turn this in; it’s just to help you get started.)

Step 3: Choose one of these two basic structures:


4-paragraph essay by similarities and differences


Intro paragraph… Surfing and body-boarding are two great water sports… (Some generally interesting facts about the two sports, or a brief story that illustrates your point). ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (thesis): The similarities between surfing and body-boarding are tremendous, like sharing a love of the ocean, and enjoying the twists and turns of wave-riding; but there are some real differences, like the equipment used, and the kinds of maneuvers they do.

Body paragraph 1: Similarities (Give explanations and examples—don’t just list them.)


Body paragraph 2: Differences (Give explanations and examples—don’t just list them.)


Conc. Paragraph: summarize the MAIN reasons these are comparable, but use different words. Then add something interesting you haven’t already said, especially if you realized anything, like, “These two sports are more complex than I used to believe.”

Essay structured by topics


Intro paragraph… Surfing and body-boarding are two great water sports… (Some generally interesting facts about the two sports, or a brief story that illustrates your point). ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (thesis): The similarities between surfing and body-boarding are tremendous, like sharing a love of the ocean, and enjoying the twists and turns of wave-riding; but there are some real differences, like the equipment used, and the kinds of maneuvers they do.

Body paragraph 1: The love of the ocean… (similarities & diffs. with examples, quotes, details…)


Body paragraph 2: The joy of wave riding… (similarities & diffs. They both enjoy the drop, the tube, the speed, the turns… but with explanation, not just as a list.)


Body paragraph 3: The equipment… (similarities & diffs. and their uses, and how they affect their wave selection, and maneuvers…)


Body paragraph 4: The maneuvers they do (similarities & diffs. with explanation and detail, not just listed). 

Conclusion paragraph

Step 4: Write your essay and attach the rubric.
