All Quiet on the Western Front

Fall Examination Review

Factual Questions

Who is…

Kantorek?

Himmelstoss?

Paul Baumer?

Albert Kropp

Leer

Muller

Franz Kemmerich 

Joseph Behm

Tjaden

Haie Westhus

Detering

Stanislaus Katczinsky (Kat)

Lieutenant Bertink

Peter

Lewandowski

Franz Wachter

Josef Hamacher

Sister Libertine

Gerard Duval?

1. Who is telling the story?

2. Who is fighting whom? Where?

3. Who are the Germans fighting?

4. Who does Paul feel like he is actually fighting?


5. How does Paul feel about leaving Albert, Kat, Tjaden, Leer, and Muller in order to take leave and go home for a “break?”

6. How do the men deal with the terrifying experiences they had at the front? What do they do to distract themselves once they are behind the front lines?

7. On leave: When Paul walks in the door of his house and his sister calls to him, he is suddenly paralyzed (157). What do you think causes this profound reaction? 

8. On leave: Paul lies to Franz’s mother (180-182). What does he tell her?

9. On leave: How does Paul feel about his father’s constant attempts to make him discuss the war (165). Why does he feel this way? 


10. On leave: How much does Paul drink when he goes to the beer garden? How fast? Why does Paul like to sit in the beer garden so much? (164). 

11. Why do you think Paul is so determined to stay with Albert Kropp when Kropp is wounded? And even after when he has been sent to the hospital?

12. What is a shooting license?

13. What is the Dying Room?
14. Why does a cherry tree full of blossoms make Detering desert the army?

15. Describe how Berger gets wounded. Do his actions make sense to you?

16. The boots that Muller gives to Paul Baumer before he dies were once Franz Kemmerich’s boots. What do you think they might symbolize or represent?

Vocabulary
Iron Youth

no-man’s land

barrage

bombardment

corpse rats

trenches

Deaths

1. How does Franz Kemmerich die?

2. How does Mueller die?

3. How does Bertinck die?

4. How does Leer die?

5. How does Kat die?

Significant Passages

1. “To me the front is a mysterious whirlpool. Though I am in still water far away from its centre, I feel the whirl of the vortex sucking me slowly, irresistibly, inescapably into itself” (55).

What is the key word is this passage? What did this word help you, the reader, realize?

2. “Monotonously the lorries sway, monotonously come the calls, monotonously falls the rain. It falls on our heads and on the heads of the dead up in the line, on the body of the little recruit with the wound that is so much too big for his hip; it falls on Kemmerich’s grave; it falls in our hearts” (74).

The word “monotonously” means that something is tediously the same; something repeats itself over and over and over and over. 

How do you think Paul feels as he says these words to the reader? 
What words or phrases reveal what he is feeling to you, the reader? 

3. “We sit opposite one another, Kat and I, two soldiers in shabby coats, cooking a goose in the middle of the night. We don’t talk much, but I believe we have a more complete communion with one another than even lovers have. We are two men, two minute sparks of life; outside is the night and the circle of death. We sit on the edge of it crouching in danger...” (94).

What does the word “communion” mean?

What does Paul mean when he says, “We don’t talk much, but I believe we have a more complete communion with one another than even lovers have?” (94). Why is this statement so significant?

4.  “The moment we are about to retreat three faces rise up from the ground in front of us. Under one of the helmets a dark pointed beard and two eyes that are fastened on me. I raise my hand, but I cannot throw into those strange eyes; for one mad moment the whole slaughter whirls like a circus round me, and these two eyes alone are motionless...” (102/113).

What is Paul trying to explain to the reader? What happened to him when he was attacking the French?

Why is this significant?

5.  “We have become wild beasts. We do not fight, we defend ourselves against annihilation. It is not against men that we fling our bombs, what do we know of men in this moment when Death is hunting us down--now, for the first time in three days we can see his face, now for the first time in three days we can oppose him; we feel a mad anger” (___/113).

What does Paul mean when he says that “we have become wild beasts?”

Why is the “d” in Death capitalized?

What then does Paul mean when he says “Death is hunting us down?”

6.  “We are forlorn like children, and experienced like old men, we are crude and sorrowful and superficial--I believe we are lost” (111/123).

What does the word “crude” mean?

What does the word “forlorn” mean?

What does the word “superficial” mean?

What is Paul trying to explain to the reader?

7. On his last night at home Paul’s mother comes to his room; she warns him, “I would like to tell you to be on your guard against the women out in France. They are no good” (182-183). 

She also asked him when he first came home, “Was it very bad out there, Paul?” (161).
Paul is incredibly frustrated by her words and questions. Why?
8. “I know their every step and movement; I would recognize them at any distance. Then they disappear” (153).


About whom is Paul speaking?
What is the situation?

Of what is Paul afraid?

9.  “It is strange to see these enemies of ours so close up. They have faces that make one think--honest peasant faces, broad foreheads, broad noses, broad mouths, broad hands, and thick hair. They ought to be put to threshing, reaping, and apple picking. They look just as kindly as our own peasants in Friesland” (190).

What does Paul realize about his enemy in this passage?

What specific words or phrases are most important in helping you understand what Paul realizes?

10..  “I take out my cigarettes, break each one in half and give them to the Russians. They bow to me and then light the cigarettes. Now red points glow in every face. They comfort me; it looks as though there were little windows in dark village cottages saying that behind them are rooms full of peace” (194).

Why does Paul give the Russians his cigarettes?

11.  “A word of command has made these silent figures our enemies; a word of command might transform them into our friends. At some table a document is signed by some persons whom none of us knows...” (193-194).

Who are the “silent figures” to which Paul refers?

What does Paul mean when he says “a word of command?”

Paul says that “at some table a document is signed.” What does he mean?

What significant truth has Paul realized?

12. Paul lies to the reader when he says, 

“Parting from my friend Albert Kropp was very hard. 
But a man gets used to that sort of thing in the army” (233). 
Why does he lie? 
What does he really mean?
13. After Kat dies Paul says, “Then I know nothing more” (252/291). 
What does he mean?
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