
Early Spring

By Shonto Begay

	
	In the early spring, the snowfall is light

	
	upon the mesa.

	
	It does not stick to the ground very long.

	
	I walk through this patchwork of snow and earth,

	5
	watching the ground for early signs.

	
	Signs of growth. Signs of rebirth.

	
	Larkspur and wild onions are still

	
	within the warmth of the earth.

	
	I hear cries of crows off in the distance.

	10
	A rabbit bounds off into the sagebrush flat.

	
	A shadow of a hawk disturbs the landscape momentarily.

	
	It sees food and life abundant below that I cannot see.

	
	The cycle of life continues.

	
	Even as I stand here shivering in the afternoon chill,

	15
	just below me, young seedlings start

	
	their upward journey.

	
	Insects begin to stir.

	
	Rodents and snakes are comfortable in their burrows.

	
	Maybe to them we also disappear with the cold.

	20
	Not to be seen until spring.

	
	For this generation, and many more to come,

	
	this land is beautiful and filled with mysteries.

	
	They reveal themselves and their stories—

	
	if you look very carefully, and listen . . .
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Response to Literature – Essay

WRITING DIRECTIONS:

After reading “Early Spring” by Shonto Begay, write an essay in which you describe the speaker’s view of nature in the poem (prepositional phrase opener). How is this view revealed in the poem? Include specific references to the poem in your response. Your paper must have a clear thesis statement. The body paragraphs must be at least seven sentences, and remember to use transitions to help organize your ideas (compound sentence).

You must follow these writing rules:
1. N2SSWTSW per paragraph






2. Don’t begin with a, an, or the






3. Eliminate “dead words” – get, nice, good, bad, thing, stuff, and a lot






4. Final draft must be formatted according to the YLHS style guide






5. NO first person (I, me, we, us)






6. NO second person (you, your, our, us)

Please use at least three LABELED sentence types per paragraph. See examples in the paragraphs above.

Choose from:



1. Adverb opener






2. Prepositional phrase opener






3. Compound adjective opener






4. Compound sentence






5. Any other opener included in Part E of a vocabulary worksheet

Outlines (t-charts) are due Friday, May 7th.

Rough Drafts are due Monday, May 10th (period 2); Tuesday, May 11th (period 4); and Wednesday, May 12th (period 5&6)
Final drafts are due Tuesday, May 11th WITHOUT EXCEPTION.

If you are not at school on the day final drafts are due, send yours with a reliable courier or e-mail it to me at bmazurier@pylusd.org by 2:00pm on that day.

T-Chart for Response to Literature Essay

Thesis (what is the speaker’s view of nature/how is it revealed in the poem?): ________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

	Body Paragraph 1:
	CD (yellow) = quotes/paraphrases/details/facts/examples

REMEMBER: in your final draft, each CD should have CM (red) = explanations/elaboration

	TS1:
	1:



	
	2:



	
	3:



	Body Paragraph 2:
	

	TS2:
	1:



	
	2:



	
	3:




NOTE: Every time you write a Topic Sentence, read it back with your thesis. This will help ensure that each TS has a clear connection to your thesis.

