Peer Response Form
      Response to Literature Essay

TASK 1
Complete the following for the first essay you read. 

a. Read the essay once through.

b. Make at least ONE comment on the introductory paragraph. Be specific. If it’s good and it works, say why. If it doesn’t really work or can be improved, give a suggestion or explain what isn’t working. 

c. Does the hook correspond with the thesis?

d. Does the thesis answer all parts of the prompt.

e. Is it at least 75 words.

f. Check that the title is in italics or underlined and that the author’s name is spelled correctly. 

g. Find a place where you can give a positive comment (other than opening paragraph). Be specific. Don’t just write “good” or “nice”. Write specifically what is good about it. Write the comment on the essay.

h. Find a place where you can offer a constructive suggestion. Again, be specific. Don’t just write, “unclear” or “fix here”. 

TASK 2
Complete the following for the second essay you read.

a. Read the essay once through.

b. Check for spelling and grammar meticulously. Make all editing marks directly on the essay.

c. Check that verbs are in the present tense (unless past tense is necessary). Check with me if you’re unsure. Edit any changes needed. 

d. Check for sentence variety. Are there too many long, complex sentences? Too many short, choppy ones? If so, say so on the essay. Where exactly? If not, say so, too.

e. Do the sentences all start with the same word? How else might they start their sentence?

TASK 3
Complete the following for the third essay you read.

a. Read the essay once through.

b. Make at least TWO comments on word choice or vocabulary used—positive or otherwise. If there is a problem with the word choice, point it out or make a suggestion.

c. Make at least ONE comment on one of the quote CDs. For example, if there is a problem with the lead-in, say so. Or if it smoothly works the quote in, say so, too.  

d. Make at least ONE comment on one of the CMs. It can be a positive comment or a helpful suggestion.  

e. Check to see if there is the correct number of chunks for each paragraph. Write on the essay if they are missing any chunks.

f. Check to see if every paragraph has a topic sentence. Does the topic sentence correspond to the thesis? Rest of paragraph? Mark if it does not.

g. Check to see if every paragraph ends with a concluding sentence. If it is in the middle of the essay does it also act as a bridge to the next paragraph?
TASK 4
Complete the following for the fourth essay you read. 

a. Read the essay once through.

b. Read it again and find any no-no words that need to be removed. Strike out or replace words like: I, me, my, you, your, we, us, our, might, may, could, would, should, a lot, pretty nice, contractions, or any texting shorthand.
c. Look for any words that are repeated too much. Circle the repeated words and draw lines to them so it is very visible to the writer. Write “repeat” in the margin. Try to suggest a different word or leave it up to them to change it. 

d. Check that each chunk has a quote and that there are two CMs for each quote (remember that does not necessarily mean there are three sentences per chunk). Note what they are missing.

e. Find a place where you can offer a positive comment OR a constructive suggestion. Again, be specific. Don’t just write, “good” or “unclear” or “fix here”.

f. Make at least ONE comment on the concluding paragraph. Be specific. If it’s good and it works, say why. If it doesn’t really work or can be improved, give a suggestion or explain what isn’t working. Does it end with a universal statement?
