Macbeth Persuasive/Argumentative Essay

Prompt: How Guilty is Macbeth?

What do you think would happen if Macbeth were arrested and tried for the murder of Duncan in twentieth century America? Would he be given the death penalty? Life in prison? Could a skillful attorney plead to a lesser charge because of mitigating circumstances or get him off with an insanity plea? To what degree, if any, might his wealth and status influence the outcome of a trial?

Closely analyze Macbeth’s actions in the play and decide to what extent you believe he is responsible for and should or should not be punished for the murder of Duncan. Then, write an essay justifying your decision.

Your essay should:

· Begin with a brief synopsis of his crime to create a context for your argument.

· Decide whether Macbeth is guilty of first degree murder. If he is not guilty of first degree murder, then how would you classify the crime: second degree murder, voluntary manslaughter, involuntary manslaughter, or not guilty by reason of insanity?

· Cite ample evidence from the text about Macbeth’s motivation and his actions to support your classification of murder (or insanity), including direct quotations, where appropriate. (Note: You may refer to Macbeth’s actions later in the play as part of your argument but your focus must be on how this evidence supports your assessment of how Macbeth should be charged for the murder of Duncan.)

· Acknowledge opposing points of view and overcome those points of view with logical reasons (counter arguments).

· Close by stating what type of sentence Macbeth should receive based on the charge you have determined and explain why that sentence is appropriate.

Your paper should be written in standard expository form. Follow the conventions of standard written English, including correct paragraphing, punctuation, grammar, and spelling throughout, as well as quoting from the text accurately. This paper must be typed and double-spaced.
Rubric:
