Poetry Explication Project


This handout explains your Poetry Explication Project, and how to put together your Key Note presentation. Make sure you follow the guidelines on this page, and refer to it when you are creating your presentation. Projects that do not use this format and/or do not cover all criteria will not receive full credit.
Slide One: 

· Song Title

· Song Author

Slide Two: Song lyrics (try to fit all lyrics on one slide; use columns)

Slide Three: Song Title Explanation (answer the following questions about the title)

· What is it? What is its significance? What images are conjured?

Slide Four: Author’s Life (answer the following question about the author)

· Can you see anything in his/her life that would impact the poem?

Slide Five: Persona (answer the following question about the persona/speaker/narrator)

· Describe who is speaking? What can we guess about them?  To whom are they speaking? (include things like age, gender, purpose, etc) 

· Use at least 2 specific lines from the poem as support

Slide Six: Key Words

· Pick five key words and give their lines numbers 

· Explain their connotations and associations

Slide Seven: Imagery

· What sense is referenced? How do you know?  What images are created?  Give examples from the poem, using specific lines. (3 minimum)
Slide Seven: Figures of Speech

· Give examples and line numbers of simile, metaphor, personification, hyperbole (3 minimum)
Slide Eight: Symbolism

· Examples and their lines

· Explain what it symbolizes

Slide Nine: Stanza form

· How are the lines divided? Why? What affect does it have to divide the poem that way?

Slide Ten: Sound

· Give examples of assonance, alliteration, onomatopoeia, rhyme scheme (3 minimum)
Slide Eleven: Theme

· What meaning is the poet attempting to convey? Explain.
Things to Consider:  Layout & Design  
· These elements should not detract from the information. It is best to use bold fonts in contrasting colors. 

· Pictures, photographs, and backgrounds should match the imagery/feeling of the song.

· Layout should be neat and easy to read.
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