
Name:_______________________________ 
The Holocaust 

FLT: I will be able to analyze the Holocaust and the devastating effects of WWII using the “Hate Pyramid” 
 

(See how the Nazis took each step against the Jews to result in the Holocaust) 
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How did it get to the Holocaust? 
 

Many people wonder how such a horrific event like the Holocaust could ever occur. Genocide of this 
magnitude does not just happen overnight; there are often multiple stages of deeper and deeper hatred 
that lead up to mass murder. Define the following terms in your own words: 
 

• Prejudice:____________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Racism:______________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Genocide:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Stereotype:____________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Discrimination:________________________________________________________________ 
 

Now match each of the terms above with the following scenarios. Each scenario may have more than 
one term, and you may use a word more than once. 
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_____________________________________ 

 
_____________________________________ 
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“Hate Pyramid”  
 

 
 

1. People blame innocent Arab 
Americans for terrorist attacks. 
  

2. A school puts all Latino students into 
agriculture classes. 

 
3. Nazis try to kill all Jews. 

 
4. A job is given to white people only. 

 
5. A male boss never gives women 

important work. 
 

6. An auto insurance company charges 
Asians higher premiums. 

 
7. Thousands of Native Americans are 

forced off their land. 

1. What does this “Hate Pyramid” 
mean? How are these terms related? 
 
 
 
 
  

2. How does genocide like the Holocaust 
happen? What does it begin with? 


