To Kill a Mockingbird Pre-reading Activity
Your job is to create a timeline that highlights some of the major events leading to equal treatment of all people under the law and to understand the historical context of To Kill a Mockingbird.  You must research the following items, create a timeline, and credit your sources with a Works Cited page.  
Include:
-the Missouri Compromise

-the Dred Scott Decision

-the John Brown Raid (Harper’s Ferry)
-the American Civil War
-the Reconstruction Period and the Emancipation Proclamation

-the Plessy v. Ferguson decision

-the Jim Crow Laws

-the Brown v. the Board of Education decision
-the Montgomery Bus Boycott
-the March on Washington 
-when the novel was set AND when the novel was written (two different dates)
-any other dates you feel are significant to this topic

Assessment:  This will be due on the Monday, Dec.12th.  The rubric will be based on the following: 

- Is it complete? Is it creative? (Include drawings and pictures to add interest to your timeline)
- Are the events clearly and correctly labeled?  Is it easy to read?
- Is it accurate?  Are there brief summaries of each event? (Complete sentences are NOT necessary)
- Is there a correctly formatted Works Cited page?
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When conducting research, you need to be certain that your sources are credible.  Here are two VALUABLE resources for you research.  As a bonus, these sources make it easy to create your Works Cited page because most of the articles you read have MLA citations at the bottom of the page (just cut and paste the MLA citation to your Works Cited document, then order them alphabetically before you print).  As a result, I highly recommend that you use these two sources for most of your research (note: Wikipedia is NOT considered a credible source for research because it can be altered by users).

Gale Resource Center:

· Go to http://infotrac.galegroup.com 
· At school: Username: santiago / Password: cavs

· At home: Username: Santiago / Password: santiago_rpa (all lower case)

For Works Cited: Go to this site and enter the information- they will create the works cited for you so all you have to do is copy/paste & alphabetize your information.

http://www.openc.k12.or.us/citeintro/citeintro.php?Grd=Sec
Extra Credit Opportunity: Discussing the significance of the title, To Kill a Mockingbird. See Mrs. Wu’s homework website for more information.
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Authors choose the names of their books very carefully. Often the title contains information that can help us to understand the novel in a broader sense. Your second job is to research what exactly a mockingbird is, and then make some predictions about what the significance of the title might be.  Please use your own intuition to do this.  

Write a 2-paragraph response which answers the questions asked below: 
- Research to find out: What is a mockingbird?
- Predict, based on your research, how the Mockingbird may be significant in the        title of the novel.

Assessment: The rubric will be based on the following: Your response should -- 
- Use formal language to clearly answer the questions in paragraph form (2 paragraphs).  
- Clearly explain your prediction(s) and support/exemplify what you have said with specific examples about the mockingbird.
- Appear carefully edited for logic, spelling, grammar, punctuation and sentence/paragraph format. 

