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November 4, 1979, began like any other day at the US embassy in Tehran. The staff filtered in under gray skies, the marines manned their posts, and the daily crush of anti-American protestors massed outside the gate chanting, "Allahu akbar! Marg bar Amrika!" Mark and Cora Lijek, a young couple serving in their first foreign service post, knew the slogans — "God is great! Death to America!" — and had learned to ignore the din as they went about their duties. But today, the protest sounded louder than usual. And when some of the local employees came in and said there was "a problem at the gate," they knew this morning would be different. Militant students were soon scaling the walls of the embassy complex. Someone forced open the front gate, and the trickle of invaders became a flood. The mob quickly fanned across the 27-acre compound, waving posters of the Ayatollah Khomeini. They took the ambassador's residence, then set upon the chancery, the citadel of the embassy where most of the staff was stationed. 
1. Style: 




 Rationale:
The Americans destroyed the plates used to make visa stamps, organized an evacuation plan, and ushered everyone to the back door. "We'll leave in groups of five or six," the marine sergeant on duty said. "Locals first. Then the married couples. Then the rest." The consulate building was the only structure in the compound with an exit on the street. The goal was to make it to the British embassy about six blocks away. 
2. Style: 




 Rationale:
The Iran hostage crisis, which would go on for 444 days, shaking America's confidence and sinking President Jimmy Carter's reelection campaign, had begun. Americans would soon be haunted by Khomeini's grim visage, and well-armed Islamic militants would parade blindfolded hostages across the nightly news and threaten trials for the "spies" that they'd captured. 
3. Style: 




 Rationale:
Mendez had been at the agency during the Vietnam War. But this seemed worse. At least then the US had another government to talk to. In Iran, the Ayatollah Khomeini and the Revolutionary Council refused to negotiate. 
4. Style: 




 Rationale:
Mendez had spent 14 years in the CIA's Office of Technical Service — the part of the spy shop known for trying to plant explosives in Fidel's cigars and wiring cats with microphones for eavesdropping. His specialty was using "identity transformation" to get people out of sticky situations. He'd once transformed a black CIA officer and an Asian diplomat into Caucasian businessmen — using masks that made them ringers for Victor Mature and Rex Harrison — so they could arrange a meeting in the capital of Laos, a country under strict martial law. When a Russian engineer needed to deliver film canisters with extraordinarily sensitive details about the new super-MiG jet, Mendez helped his CIA handlers throw off their KGB tails by outfitting them with a "jack-in-the-box." An officer would wait for a moment of confusion to sneak out of a car. As soon as he did, a spring-loaded mannequin would pop up to give the impression that he was still sitting in the passenger seat. Mendez had helped hundreds of friendly assets escape danger undetected. 
5. Style: 




 Rationale:
ESSAY PROMPT: Identify the style of this essay prompt and brainstorm it using the appropriate Thinking Map. 

Imagine you are a CIA agent charged with helping your fellow Americans escape from a hostage situation. What are some of the things that could go wrong, and how would you deal with them?

6. Style: 




 Thinking Map:
Subjects and Verbs

Practice #7

Linking Verbs

A linking verb is a verb that connects the subject to the information in the rest of the sentence, like an equal sign. Linking verbs include: be, become, became, is, was, were, are, seems, looks, feels, appears.

1. After a long time in the water, she feels like a mermaid.

2. The wooden cabinet is very organized.

3. Ford Prefect’s name is funny.

4. It was almost like a cup of tea.

5. Under lots and lots of blankets, he is warm in the winter.

6. The kitchen light was left on.

7. Some of the kids were happy.

8. Some kids are whiny.

9.  All of my students are awesome.

10. All students become smarter during the year.

