The House on Mango Street 
Socratic Seminar Preparation Guide
Our Socratic Seminar will take place on Thursday, May 2nd and Friday, May 3rd 
Attendance is mandatory.  
If you are absent for the seminar, you will be required to complete an extended writing assignment in order to make-up the points.  

Participation is mandatory.
The more that you interact with your peers and share your ideas, the more enjoyable this experience will be for all of us.  You will be graded on the quality of your responses.  

Come to class prepared and ready to participate.  
The discussion will be worth a total of 100 points
1. Examine Esperanza’s inner self. Why does Esperanza struggle with being content on Mango Street and being thankful for what she has? Why is she so conflicted all the time? Explain your answer.  


Supporting quote and pg. number:

2. To what extent do Esperanza’s dreams offer her hope, torment her, or both?  Explain your answer.


Supporting quote and pg. number:

3. Esperanza insists that she is “a girl who didn’t want to belong” to Mango Street. To what extent do you agree/disagree with her self-assessment? Additionally, to what extent does Esperanza actually belong to Mango Street? Explain your answer.


Supporting quote and pg. number:
4. Does The House on Mango Street have a hopeful ending? Do you think Esperanza will make it out of Mango Street and come back to help others leave? Why or why not? Explain your answer.


Supporting quote and pg. number:

5. Why are the women so disempowered on Mango Street? Why do the men have so much power? What will it take to change this power dynamic? Do you think gender roles are the same or different in our society today? Explain your answer.


Supporting quote and pg. number:

6. Describe the transition from childhood to adolescence. What are the dangers and pitfalls of this transition?  Do you face any of these dangers as a teenager in today’s society?

Supporting quote and pg. number:

7. What was your favorite vignette? Why was this your favorite piece from the book? What lessons or themes stand out from this piece?


Supporting quote and pg. number:

8. The vignettes in The House on Mango Street seem disjointed and random at times. How does this style mimic the neighborhood where Esperanza lives?


Supporting quote and pg. number:

9. Create two questions of your own to discuss with your classmates.  Your questions should be thought-provoking and require evidence from the text.

Question 1:

Question 2:
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