Introduction to the Renaissance and Shakespeare 

Study Guide

History

1. What does the Renaissance mean and where did it originate? 

2. What are the dates of the Renaissance? 

3. How many wives did Henry VIII have and how many children? 

4. Who did Elizabeth I succeed to the throne? 

5. Who broke with Rome and established the Church of England? 

6. Name the major accomplishments of Elizabeth’s reign. 

7. Did Queen Elizabeth marry? 

8. What great naval power did England defeat during Elizabeth’s reign? 

9. Who was Guy Fawkes and what was the Gunpowder Plot? 

10. Who were the Puritans? 

11. Why was Charles I unpopular? 

12. What prompted the emigration of thousands of English citizens to North American around this time? 

13. What was the cause of the English Civil War? 

Development of the English Language

14. What was the Great Vowel Shift?

15. What are two vocabulary differences between Middle and Modern English? 

Literary History

16. Who created “metaphysical poetry”? 

17. Who wrote Paradise Lost? 

Shakespeare’s Life

18. When and where was Shakespeare born?

19. Was he from a noble family? Explain.

20. When does Shakespeare appear on the London literary scene?

21. Name three comedies and three tragedies written by Shakespeare.

Shakespearean Drama

22. What are the three types of plays Shakespeare wrote? 

23. Name three characteristics of a tragic hero. 

24. Give an example of a tragic flaw.

25. What is catharsis?

26. What is hubris?

27. What is blank verse? 

28. Define iambic pentameter. 

