AP Ch. 10 & 11 Study Guide

America’s Economic Revolution & The South


1. What were the reasons for the rapid increase in population between 1820 and 1840?  What were the effects of this increase?

2. What were the major immigrant groups that came to the United States and where did they settle?

3. What was Nativism? What factors lead to its popularity? Who supported the movement and what was its effect on American Politics?

4. Why role did steamboats and canals play in the development of the American economy?  Why was water travel and shipment economically advantageous? 

5. What innovations aided the progress of railroads?  What advantages did railroads have over other forms of transportation?

6. What were the innovations in communications and journalism and how did they both draw communities together and increase sectionalism?

7. What shifts in manufacturing took place?  What business innovations occurred? 

8.What forces contributed to the rise of the factory in the Northeast?  How did this promote industrial development?

9. What role did American inventors technology, and industrial ingenuity play in the growth of American industry?

10. How did the textile mills recruit and use labor?  Who made up most of the labor force and what were the actual working conditions?

11. What lead to the decline of the Lowell System?

12. What was the "factory system"?  What impact did it have on the American artisan tradition?

13. What attempts were made to better conditions in northeastern factories?  What role did unions play in these attempts?  What was accomplished?

14. Why was the increasing wealth of America not widely or equitably distributed?  What effect did this pattern of distribution have on social mobility?

15. What lead to the expansion of the Middle Class and what type of jobs did these families have?

16. What "profound change in the nature and function of the family" took place during this era?  What caused this change?

17. What conditions put women in a "separate sphere"?   What were the characteristics of the "distinctive female culture" women developed?

18. Describe the major leisure activities that grew popular in the mid-19th Century?   Who took part?

19. What caused the decline of farming in the Northeast?  What did farmers in the Northeast do to overcome this decline?  What new patterns in agriculture resulted?

20. How was the economy of the Northwest developing and changing? Why was the region considered the most democratic?

21. What were the elements that defined rural life in America at mid-19th Century?
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22. How did cotton become "king" in the South?  What did this mean for the development of the region?

23. What role did the "business classes" of the South play in the region's economic development?  What element was most important in this group and why?

24. How did the idea of "honor" affect southern life in the years prior to the Civil War?

25. How was the role played by affluent southern white women like that of their northern counterparts?  How was it different?

26. What accounted for the differences between southern and northern women?  Why did so few southern white women rebel against their social/economic roles?

27. If the typical white southerner was not a great planter, what was he?  What was life like for southern "plain folk” or yeomen?

28. Why did so few non-slaveholding whites oppose the slaveholding oligarchy?  Where did these opponents live?

29. How did slavery in the cities differ from slavery on the plantation?  What effect did urban slavery have on the "peculiar institution" and on the relationship between white and black?

30. What was the status of the freed slave in the South?  How did this compare with the status of freed people in the North?

31. Explain the characteristics of the foreign and domestic slave trade.  On what grounds was this trade criticized?  How did the South answer this criticism?

32. How did the slave respond to slavery?  What evidence exists to show that slaves did not accept their condition without protest and, in some cases, outright defiance?

33. How did music both shape and reflect the lives of African Americans on slave plantations?

34. What role did religion play in the life of slaves?  What role did the slave family play?
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