The Mysterious Mr. Lincoln

November 15, 2012

JOURNAL

Who do you consider to be a great person?
What qualities do you think are essential for
someone to be considered great?

Strengths

"The Mysterious Mr. Lincoln" T-Chart

Weaknesses
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"The Mysterious Mr. Lincoln™ Outline
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He had a cool, logical mind, trained in the courtroom, and a practical,
commonsense approach to problems. Yet he was deeply superstitious, a believer s
in dreams, omens, and visions. @ 0 BIQ
We admire Lincoln today as an American folk hero. During the Civil War, Wh!
however, he was the most unpopular president the nation had ever known. His ::;
critics called him a tyrant, a hick, a stupid baboon who was unfit for his office. havd
As commander in chief of the armed forces, he was denounced as a bungling you
amateur who meddled in military affairs he knew nothing about. But he also
70 had his supporters. They praised him as a farsighted statesman, a military de“l
mastermind who engineered the Union victory. toc
Lincoln is best known as the Great Emancipator, the man who freed the i
slaves. Yet he did not enter the war with that idea in mind. “My paramount toin
object in this struggle #s to save the Union,” he said in 1862, “and is 7ot either
to save or destroy slavery.” As the war continued, Lincoln’s attitude changed.
Eventually he came to regard the conflict as a moral crusade to wipe out the
sin of slavery.
No black leader was more critical of Lincoln than the fiery abolitionist® Wt )
writer and editor Frederick Douglass. Douglass had grown up as a slave. = L
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cautious leadership, Douglass
called him “preeminently the
white man’s president, entirely
devoted to the welfare of white
men.” Later, Douglass changed his
mind and came to admire Lincoln.
Several years after the war, he said
90 this about the sixteenth president:

“His greatest mission was to
accomplish two things: first, to save
his country from dismemberment
and ruin; and, second, to free his
country from the great crime of
slavery. . . . taking him for all in
all, measuring the tremendous
magnitude of the work before him,
considering the necessary means to

100 ends, and surveying the end from
the beginning, infinite wisdom has
seldom sent any man into the world
better fitted for his mission than
Abraham Lincoln.” o

5. abolitionist (ab‘a-1Tsh’a-nTst): one who
advocated the end of slavery.




