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Unit Two: The American Constitution & Federalism
Unit Standards:
12.1 Students explain the fundamental principles and moral values of American democracy as expressed in the U.S. Constitution and other essential documents of American democracy. 
3. Explain how the U.S. Constitution reflects a balance between the classical republican concern with promotion of the public good and the classical liberal concern with protecting individual rights; and discuss how the basic premises of liberal constitutionalism and democracy are joined in the Declaration of Independence as "self-evident truths." 
4. Explain how the Founding Fathers' realistic view of human nature led directly to the establishment of a constitutional system that limited the power of the governors and the governed as articulated in the Federalist Papers. 
5. Describe the systems of separated and shared powers, the role of organized interests (Federalist Paper Number 10), checks and balances (Federalist Paper Number 51), the importance of an independent judiciary (Federalist Paper Number 78), enumerated powers, rule of law, federalism, and civilian control of the military. 
6. Understand that the Bill of Rights limits the powers of the federal government and state governments. 
12.4.2 Explain the process through which the Constitution can be amended. 
Essential Questions: 
1. What are the principles of the American Constitution?
2. What are the major elements of the American Constitution outlined in the Federalist papers?
3. How can the American Constitution be changed?

4. How are power and responsibility distributed, shared, and limited in the government established by the United States Constitution?
Textbook Reading: Prentice Hall: American Government
Chapter 3: The Constitution & Chapter 4.1: Federalism: Division of Powers
Essential Vocabulary Terms: 
1. Constitutionalism: government must be conducted according to constitutional principles. 
2. Judicial review: It is the power of a court to determine the constitutionality of a governmental action.

3. Amendment: changes or additions that become part of the written language of the Constitution itself

4. Rule of law: government and its officers are always subject to—never above—the law.
5. Federalism: the division of power among a central government and several regional governments
6. Enumerated (expressed) powers: Powers delegated to the National Government in so many words—spelled out, expressly, in the Constitution.
7. Implied powers: Powers not expressly stated in the Constitution but are reasonably suggested—implied—by the expressed powers.
8. Inherent powers: Those powers that belong to the National Government because it is the national government of a sovereign state in the world community.
9. Delegated powers: powers delegated (granted) to it in the Constitution. There are three distinct types of delegated powers: expressed, implied, and inherent.
10. Concurrent powers: powers that both the National Government and the States possess and exercise.
