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English 10 honors
Writing About a Piece of Evidence in Lord of the Flies by William Golding

Evidence:�


“’I got this to say. You’re acting like a crowd of kids.’


The booing rose and died again as Piggy lifted the white, magic shell.


‘Which is better--to have rules and agree, or to hunt and kill?’


A great clamor rose among the savages. Piggy shouted again.


‘Which is better--to be a pack of painted Indians like you are, or to be sensible like Ralph is?’


Again the clamor and again—‘Zup!’


Ralph shouted against the noise, ‘Which is better, law and rescue, or hunting and breaking things up?’” (180).








The Claim: 





In the text, Golding uses the sound word “zup” to signify that all rational order has irretrievably broken down on the island. The word “zup” is a nonsensical word. The word is used to stand in for the sound that the rocks make when they whizz by Ralph or Piggy’s head. But this word, “zup,” also represents an utterance. This utterance signals that there is no longer any “rule of the conch.” There is no longer any system of order that is fair. There will be no return to Ralph’s just governance. Piggy makes a tragic mistake when he tries to use a rational argument to persuade Jack’s tribe. Jack and Ralph have just begun to fight each other savagely. Piggy is probably worried that Ralph’s tribe will not be able to accomplish their original goal—to retrieve Piggy’s glasses so that they can make a signal fire and hopefully be rescued. Piggy tries to save the situation by calling an assembly of sorts as he stands on the narrow rock bridge that leads to Castle Rock. Piggy holds up the conch and claims the right to speak. Piggy tries to return Jack’s tribe to its senses through rational argument. He rhetorically asks whether it is better to have “rules and agree or to hunt and kill” (180). Without pausing Piggy continues by asking whether it is better to be savages, “painted Indians,” or to be rational, to be “like Ralph” (180). Through this rapid series of questions, Piggy tries to return all the boys to a civilized mode of thinking and, thus, being. His questions are very simple and the correct choice seems to be very clear. However, the tribe completely ignores Piggy’s words and responds with the utterance “zup.” The sound word “zup” is literally the noise that a rock makes as it whizzes through the air. Jack’s tribe, Roger most especially, is answering Piggy’s rational argument with violence. The violent response actually has a sound—a word—“zup.” Golding uses this made up word as both a response and a threat. Piggy offers an argument and Jack’s tribe responds with savagery. Jack’s tribe no longer uses comprehensible language. Instead they use only violent utterances. Jack’s tribe replies, “zup.” If Jack’s tribe no longer uses English, then there cannot be a return to the rule of the conch. The rule of the conch depends on each boy on the island having the right to speak to the others—to speak in a comprehensible language that can be answered. There is no way to answer “zup.” “Zup” is not an argument. “Zup” is a threat. The word “zup” marks the end of any sort of democratic rule. “Zup” signals the beginning of chaos and, significantly, the end of Piggy’s life. (461 words)

















