William Blake 

Mystic, a poet, more of an artist--worked on illuminated manuscripts—illustrated his own collections of poem
Not recognized during his lifetime, predates the Romantic period a little

Believed in divinity’s importance, not though religion through but his own perception of God, had an active imagination, saw visions, believed in interaction with world beyond world

Cycle of poems called Songs of Innocence, 1789

Mirrors nursery rhymes, children’s ballads

1794 Songs of Experience—many poems in this collection were counterparts to those in Songs of Innocence
He said they were created with the goal of “Shewing the two contrary states of the human soul”

Idea of innocence—state of soul which is represented by the naïve outlook of the child who believes what he is told be his elders, who take’s appearance for the reality and the best aspect of things for the whole truth 
Often depict a pastoral or protected world

In some an ironic perspective is suggested, to show how precarious is the ignorantly innocent outlook upon the world.

Believed the state of innocence yields to the state of experience inevitably

Blake said naïve innocence must necessarily pass through and assimilate the opposing state of experience if it is to move on, by an act of imagination to the third state, comprehending but transcending both the others, which he called organized innocence

