Obituary Project

AP Human Geography

“I have never killed a man, but I have read many obituaries with great pleasure.” 








Clarence Darrow

As we all know, we are born, and we will die. This project deals with the latter, death.  As Human Geographers we use data to plan, design, and build our world. We use it for economic gain, political power, or to just make sure that the coffee shop we open up doesn’t fail because we put it in the wrong place. i.e.: in-between two Starbuck locations.

Over the next six weeks you will be reading obituaries from the newspapers of LA County. You will find 30 obits of people who were born elsewhere on the planet in different decades in time and have moved to this region to live out their lives.

 
You will document their name, the year they were born, where they were born, what ethnic group (keep it simple), when they moved to the region and why (if possible), the number of surviving family members, and the date they passed away. Each week you will plot the location where each was born with a pin, color-coded, on the classroom maps.


When you have finished your 30 obits, you will compile your information and explain, with historical research, the reasons why people migrated to this region. Some of the push-pull factors will be obvious others will not, the Great Depression, post WWII boom, and illegal immigration are a few. The paper will be a minimum of 2500 words, written in Chicago format with bibliography.

Purpose: Students will understand,

· Why people migrate

· Reasons for migrating

· Distance of migration

· Characteristics of migrants

· Distribution of migrants

· Global migration patterns

· U.S. immigration patterns

· Impact of immigration on the U.S. 

· Why migrants face obstacles

· Cultural problems living in other countries

· Why people migrate within a country

· Migration between regions of a country

This is the web site for locating the obits: http://www.newspaperobituaries.net/california/los_angeles_county_obituaries_page1.htm
Due Date: 11/10/2010, I will not accept late papers, unless you have a written excuse.

**Historical research is just what it means…you must research each decade for the push-pull        factors, so trips to the local library, university campus, college campuses are advised. You must use a minimum of three sources from library research and try to avoid using the net as you must use .gov or .org sites as I will not accept .com sites. 

