


Garden Grove Unified School District
Baccalaureate Speaker Contest Guidelines & Norms 

Baccalaureate is a special and unique event held every year for Garden Grove Unified’s graduating seniors.  It is a time of celebration open to all GGUSD seniors and their families showcasing the unique talents of our GGUSD students in the speeches, music and artwork of Baccalaureate.  Baccalaureate is an entirely student led, student driven event.  The theme is chosen by the senior class presidents, and the speeches are written and presented by seniors.  The program-cover artwork is created by a GGUSD student.  The soloist is a graduating senior, and all of the students in the choir and orchestra represent our seven high schools with music departments.

Baccalaureate is an inspirational celebration.  Baccalaureate is not a pep rally.  If you want your speech to be chosen, beyond the technical criteria for a well-delivered speech, please consider the following when writing your speech:
:
· One Speaker from GGUSD will be selected for each of the following categories:
 Welcome, Student Address, Poem, Closing and Inspirational
· All speeches should center around the 2013 theme, “It matters not what someone is born, but what they grow to be.” (Albus Dumbledore, from J.K. Rowling’s Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire)
· Inspire the audience
· Be yourself
· Use appropriate humor
· Use appropriate language for the occasion
· Avoid naming the specific GGUSD high schools or mascots because it encourages the audience to get loud and rowdy as though it were a pep rally
· Be mindful of the venue (Crystal Cathedral) and make sure content, humor, and language is appropriate for guests of all ages, young and old

Based on input from the Baccalaureate Committee, the following norms will be used to determine the candidates:

1. The Baccalaureate Speech Evaluation form will be used by all judges from the eight schools.

2.	Representatives from each candidate’s home school will not score their candidate.  The two judges from each of the remaining seven schools will yield a total of 14 scores for each speaker.

3.	The high and low score from the 14 scores will be factored out.

4.	A “Total Score” for each candidate will be calculated by summing the 12 remaining individual scores for each speaker.

5.	The “Total Score” for each speaker will be used to create a rank order.  Each speaker will select his or her assignment in the order of the ranking.


