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Pygmalion Study Guide

Note:  All of the questions on these finals have to do with the play itself, unless otherwise specified.

Essay:  You will have two options for the essay question.  You are only to write on one.  To help you start thinking about what you want to say in your essay and where you need to find the evidence to support your claims, I have put the two prompts on this study guide.

· Throughout the play we encounter various characters whose traits are exaggerated.  Explain what “hyperbole” is, and then choose one character in the play whose traits fit best the meaning of hyperbole.  Give three specific examples from the play to show how the traits are exaggerated (this means one example per each body paragraph).
· Write an essay dealing with the main theme of Pygmalion.  What does the author want us to learn from this play?  What does he want us to learn about other people from his theme?  Explain the theme by giving specific examples to show how it is portrayed.

Comprehension:  There are 23 multiple choice questions.  Here are some samples without the multiple choices:

· The flower girl thought that the man taking notes of what she said was a:

· The gentleman who turns out to be Colonel Pickering is a student of:

· Henry Higgins had written a book titled:

· The reason that Eliza objected to a bath was that:

· What did Eliza’s father do for a living?

· The one person who realized that Eliza was a “live doll” to Higgins and Pickering was who?

· A problem that Mrs. Higgins foresaw was:

· The person at the reception who said Eliza was a Hungarian princess was who?

· When Eliza left Higgins’ house, she went to:

· Alfred Doolittle’s fortune came from who?

· The person Doolittle blamed for delivering him into the hands of middle-class morality was who?

· What was Clara Eynsford Hill’s fate?

Short Answers:  You will need to answer the following questions in at least one complete sentence.

· Who is the real “ruler” in Professor Higgins’ home?  Explain.

· How does Colonel Pickering feel about Higgins’ treatment of Eliza?

· Two of the main themes of Pygmalion are the “white man’s burden” and the treatment of women.  Explain how each of them is woven into the plot and what Shaw believes about each of them (this is a two part question).

· Who was “Pygmalion” in mythology?  (story is in back of book)

· Why is “Pygmalion” the perfect name for this play?

Elements of Drama:  You didn’t really think you could get away from these terms, did you?  Study again!

The Story of English:  You will be answering the following questions in complete sentences.

· What was Shaw’s “special fascination”?

· What does the word cockney mean?

· Cockney was the speech for what type of person?

· According to Thomas Sheridan, there were two different modes of pronunciation in the English language.  What are they and explain each one.

· What/Who is Cockney?  Explain your answer.

· Explain this line:  “This love of nuance, rhythm, word-plan and innovation is part of the explanation for the persistent rule-breaking in some elements of Cockney grammar.”

· What is the characteristic for which Cockney is famous?

· Does Cockney still exist today?  Explain your answer.

· Where has Cockney come from?

· What kind of roots do many Cockney expressions have?

· What means “good luck” and is still used by Cockneys?  What is the origin of this phrase?

· What does mate mean and where is its origin?

Two Words:  This is matching the following vocabulary words with their correct definitions.

· irreconcilable
· interminable

· impudent

· irremediable

· ineffaceable

· mellifluous

· improbable

· unerringly

· irrevocable

· embedded

My Fair Lady:  The following four questions come directly from the movie.

· What is the name of the actress who plays Eliza?

· What is the name of the actor who plays Higgins?

· How many Academy Awards did this musical wing in 1964?
· Name one of the Academy Awards won.

