Name: ___________________​​​​​_________________ Period: _________Date of Seminar:  ____________

Socratic Seminar: Nature, Philosophy and Personal Growth
Based on readings from Unit 2: Identity, Self-discovery, and the Influence of Nature
"Nothing can bring you peace but yourself. Nothing can bring you peace but the triumph of principles."

--Emerson
1. Analyze the Text:, Consider the themes of transcendentalism/attainment of personal grace expressed in Emerson’s Self-Reliance and Nature, Thoreau’s Walden, Lindbergh’s Gift from the Sea (and any of the other texts from this unit).
1. Conformity vs.  Nonconformity (& Society’s perception of nonconformists)

2. Individuality/originality - staying true to who you are and avoiding imitation
3. Self-Reliance

4. The importance of simplicity and solitude

5. The role of nature in personal fulfillment/philosophical understanding
6. Character vs. possessions

7. Any other important concepts that you recognized in these texts

2. Talking Point Questions: Using the selections and notes/annotations, generate a list of at least five (5) questions that you would like to ask or discuss with the class. BE SPECIFIC.. 

· For every question that you create, you must provide a possible answer. Cite examples, line numbers, and/or page numbers to support your answers.
· Do not ask questions that can be answered by “yes” or “no”.

· Be able to ask & answer higher-level questions based on Bloom’s Taxonomy & Costa’s Levels of Inquiry.
3. Seminar Discussion Questions. Give specific and detailed evidence, properly citing your examples from the text (chapters & page numbers). Each answer should be approximately 75-100 words.
Opening Question: 
1. What philosophies pervade all of these selections? Why do these ideas appear across philosophical and spiritual texts?
Core/ Central Questions: 
2. Why is solitude an important practice? What are the obstacles to achieving solitude? What are some ways that we can practice solitude today?

3. What does Emerson mean by “that divine idea which each of us represents” (656)? How does this philosophical belief relate to Emerson’s other arguments in Self-Reliance and Nature? How does it relate to philosophies in Thoreau and Lindbergh?
4. Do you think there is too little or too much emphasis on personal growth today? Explain your answer with specific examples.
5. Is simplification always positive? Why or why not?

6. Why is nature so closely associated with personal fulfillment and growth in all of these texts? Consider the transcendental idea that we can find truth in nature.
Closing Question: 
7.  How do the ideals expressed in these selections relate to society and to you, personally? Are they still relevant today? How can these texts help you find your own identity or get in touch with your inner self? Explain using specific examples from media, current events, movies, books, personal experience, etc.
STUDENT FACILIATATOR: _____________________________________________

- Make sure group is on task and focused


- Encourage thoughtful responses


- Make sure the group is asking higher level thinking questions


- Discourage cross-talk and enforce the “rule of five”

- Encourage shy classmates to speak

- Remain neutral throughout the discussion
