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“OF MICE AND MEN”

CHAPTER FOUR QUESTIONS:

1- Often, the setting is not just “where the story happens,” but instead is a geographical, historical, social, economic, or philosophical setting. Steinbeck spends a great deal of time describing Crooks’ living quarters at the beginning of this section. What does the reader gain through this description? What do we learn about Crooks?
2- Explain the implications of Steinbeck’s not giving Curley’s wife a name.
3- How does Crooks respond when Lennie comes to visit him? Explain the irony in the situation?

4- Contrast Crooks’ initial response to Lennie and his later response. Why does he change?
5- What does the manner in which Crooks in treated by the rest of the ranch hands say about prejudice or racism in the 1930s?
6- Why do you think Lennie walked into Crooks’ bunk, even though the other men at the ranch never went near there?

7- How is Crook’s loneliness different from the other characters on the ranch?

8- Why does Lennie become upset with Crooks? Why does Steinbeck include this interchange between Lennie and Crooks?

9- What explanation does Crooks give for upsetting Lennie?

10- Compare the way Candy responds to George and Lennie’s dream, and the way Crooks responds to the dream.
11- How did Curley’s wife know that Lennie was the one who broke Curley’s hand?

12- What threat did she say to Crooks?

13- Why do you think Candy stood up for Crooks?

14- Name four animals which Candy states they are going to have someday on their farm.

15- What is so symbolic about Crooks at the end of the scene changing his mind about working on George and Lennie’s farm?
