English 3-4 A: Introduction to Research in MLA Format

Assignment: World Religions Mini-Research Paper
I. A. Choose one of the following world religions (or another religion you’re interested in—check with me first):

1. Buddhism

2. Christianity
a. Catholicism

b. Lutheranism

c. Greek/Russian Orthodox

d. Quakerism

e. Protestantism

3. Hinduism

4. Islam

5. Judaism

6. Paganism

7. Taoism
B. Put the religion you’ve chosen into your search engine of choice and find 4 articles about that religion. Try to choose articles that give information about different aspects of the religion. For example, one might provide general background, another might give more of the history of the religion, another might be a current event related to this religion, etc. Also, make sure your articles are from 4 different websites (1 article from each website) and that they are from reliable sources. Print out your four articles. Read and annotate each one.  Note: you will want to actually print the original article, rather than cut and paste the information into a word document, as you will have to provide the complete source information later. So, avoid really long articles! 
Due: ______________
II. Summary:

A. Write a 1-paragraph summary of each article (minimum length--half a page neatly handwritten or a third of page typed). Make sure you include all the main ideas and don’t worry about details so much.
Due: _______________
III. Add in-text citations at the end of each paragraph, and create a Works Cited page.

IV. Type up everything in MLA format.
Your grade will consist of the following:
· Research portion




_____ /15 points

· 4-paragraph handwritten summary


_____ /10 points
· In-text citations and Works Cited


_____ /10 points

· Final draft proofread/MLA format


_____ /15 points

· Submitted electronically on time 


_____ /5 points
w/ rubric included as final page



Total: _____ /55 points
