What is a Metaphor?  A metaphor is a figure of speech in which a word or phrase that denotes a certain object or idea is applied to another word or phrase to imply some similarity between them. 

Examples of Metaphors Using Words and Phrases

1. The inside of the car was a refrigerator.

      A refrigerator is very cold. In this example, “refrigerator” is a metaphor because it is being applied to “the inside of the car” to imply that the inside of the car was very cold. 

2.  The teenage boy’s stomach was a bottomless pit. 

A bottomless pit can never be filled. In this example, “bottomless pit” is a    metaphor because it is being applied to “the teenage boy’s stomach” to imply that his appetite could never be satisfied (that is, his stomach could never be filled). 

Why Use a Metaphor?
· Metaphors can help readers or listeners to better understand something about the object or idea to which the metaphor is being applied. 

· Metaphors can make speaking and writing more lively and interesting. 

· Metaphors can communicate a great deal of meaning with just a word or a phrase. 

· Metaphors, because they imply rather than directly state relationships, can get listeners and readers to think about what they are hearing or reading. 
Fantastic Example:  

I'm a riddle in nine syllables. 
An elephant, a ponderous house, 
A melon strolling on two tendrils. 
O red fruit, ivory, fine timbers! 
This loaf's big with its yeasty rising. 
Money's new-minted in this fat purse. 
I'm a means, a stage, a cow in calf. 
I've eaten a bag of green apples, 
Boarded the train there's no getting off
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