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Writing Practice: “Freedom”
In a carefully written and thoughtfully organized paragraph, please explain why this passage is significant. 

“I did not weep, and it pained me that I could not weep. But I had no more tears. And, in the depths of my being, in the recesses of my weakened conscience, could I have searched it, I might perhaps have found something like—free at last!” (106).
	An “A” Response
	
The writer makes a reasonable claim. 

The writer discusses this claim.

The writer provides context for the passage.

The writer restates the most important parts of the passage that he uses as direct textual evidence.

The writer focuses in on a key word and discusses how that word creates meaning.

The writer has carefully edited the piece: there are no spelling mistakes; the writer has not 
used “you;” the writer doesn’t use “it” and “this” alone instead of being specific; the writer 
has paid attention to the proper use of punctuation; the writer’s sentences make sense, etc.


	A “C” Response
	The writer offers a broad generalization that may be connected to the content of the passage. 

There is some claim discussion, but the discussion is not adequate.
The writer provides some context for the passage.

The writer restates some parts of the passage but does not provide enough restatement.

The writer refers to specific language which Remarque uses, but the writer doesn’t explain 
in enough detail why this “key word” or “key phrase” is significant or what this language communicates.

The writer did not edit carefully; the lack of careful editing interferes with the writer’s 
ability to communicate his ideas and arguments.


	An “F” Response
	The writer’s work demonstrates that he needs a much richer understanding of the text as a whole.

The writer offers a broad generalization or is maybe not even able to make a credible assertion about the passage.

There is little if any claim discussion.

The writer provides little or no context for the passage.

The writer does not seem to understand the content of the passage or misrepresents 
the content of the passage.

The writer does not focus on any of the specific language or merely identifies a key word 
without adequately discussing its significance.

The writer did not edit the piece. The extremely poor editing is distracting. 

The piece is unfocused; they writer has not structured the piece so that it makes sense.




1. According to the rubric above, which grade does your paper merit?   ___________
2. Why?

3. What about your paper most needs improvement?
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