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The honor of a man should prevail over his human ambitions and goals. 

People are loyal to an honorable leader who embodies chivalry and integrity. Even though Banquo is a faithful and devoted servant to Macbeth, Macbeth is still willing to go to extremes to silence him in order to maintain his throne. In doing so, Macbeth places his personal agenda above his moral conscience. Since Banquo knows of the witches’ prophecy, he represents a threat to Macbeth’s position, and that is all that Macbeth sees. Macbeth turns his back on his long-standing bond with Banquo in exchange for temporary security as king. He betrays his old friend, not hesitating to have him murdered. Such a heinous act as this clearly portrays Macbeth as pathetic and inept to serve as a king. By ordering the murder of his friend, Macbeth establishes himself as a nefarious and corrupt individual instead of a distinguished king. 


In contrast, Macduff is a foil character to Macbeth in that he serves with steadfastness and sacrificial love for his country. Even though Macduff’s homeland is in the throes of turmoil and treachery as a result of Macbeth’s tyranny, Macduff leaves behind his vulnerable wife and children to travel to England. Although his family and country are both beloved to him, he prioritizes the needs of his country as his main concern. Macduff understands that his duty is to defend not only his family but also the whole of Scotland from the terrible dangers that have come about through Macbeth’s reign. Macduff’s virtues of selflessness and loyalty make him the epitome of a admirable subject to both his king and country. 


The way in which Macbeth carries himself to his final battle demonstrates his complete lack of honor. While the previous Thane of Cawdor died confessing his traitorous acts, begging for forgiveness, and repenting deeply, Macbeth dies fighting. Not once does Macbeth admit his wrongdoings or show any signs of remorse for his cruel and treasonous deeds. The previous Thane of Cawdor died nobly, which according to Duncan and Malcolm, made for a good death. Macbeth stubbornly refuses to acknowledge his immoral acts because of his dominating egotism. Consequently, even in death, Macbeth, as a king is undeserving of any respect or pity. Ultimately, he allows himself to be consumed by his pride and ambition. This dehumanizes Macbeth to such an extent that he loses all integrity and honor as a man and king leading up to his violent and undignified death. 
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