
Chatsworth Charter High School Fall/Spring 2014-2015
Course Description Sheet

English 9A/B



Mr. Immken


mci5877@lausd.net
Textbook: The Language of Literature, 9th Grade Edition (Orange Textbook)
Homework is posted on www.chatsworthhs.org
Students are required to bring the following materials to each class session: the textbook, a pen or pencil, notebook paper, and a composition book.  Colored pencils and highlighters are recommended, but are not mandatory.

Course Description, Goals, and Common Core State Standards

The purpose of this course is to develop each student’s English Language Arts skills to the point that they master the Common Core State Standards.  The following is a list of some of the Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts that we will be focusing on this academic year: RL.9-10.1 Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text; RL.9-10.7 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative meanings; W.9-10.2e Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing; L.9-10.1 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking; L.9-10.3a Write and edit work so that it conforms to the guidelines in a style manual (e.g., MLA Handbook) appropriate for the discipline and writing type; L.9-10.5a Interpret figures of speech (e.g., euphemism, oxymoron) in context and analyze their role in the text, and; L.9-10.4 Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
Ninth grade is a time to address each student’s academic deficiencies or weaknesses and to build a solid academic foundation that will enable them to excel in future English classes and on assessments such as the California High School Exit Exam (CAHSEE).  Academic writing skills will be the primary focus of this class.  The goals of this course are to equip each student with the thinking, writing, and communication skills that are needed to succeed in all academic and professional environments.
Assignments, Grades, Quizzes, and Tests

Instructional activities will vary and will be tailored to the needs of each student.  We will begin each session with a composition entry that is designed to get students to think about and respond to famous quotations that deal with the subjects and themes that we will be examining in this class.  We will read the standard materials from the freshman English curriculum and students will do various writing activities that are designed to help them become better writers and thinkers.  Some of the assignments students will do are vocabulary boxes, figurative language boxes, short responses, essays, and creative writing.
Classroom instruction will be a mixture of lectures, discussions, reading, independent work, and group work.  The goal is for all students enrolled in my class to reach proficiency or mastery in the subject matter.

Homework will be assigned at least two (2) nights a week.  All homework is designed to reinforce the classroom lesson.  Students will always be prepared to do the homework assignments.  They will always know exactly what is expected of them in order to complete each assignment independently.  In some cases homework is an opportunity to complete unfinished class work. 
All homework assignments will be posted on the school’s website.  In order to check on due dates for upcoming assignments go to the Chatsworth Charter High School website at www.chatsworthhs.org and click on Classes/Homework.  Click on English Department and select the period your child is enrolled in my class (Section Per.1-Section Per. 8).  You also have the option of “Subscribing” to my class (Make sure that you subscribe to the correct Section/Period).  
If at any time you ask your son/daughter if he/she has homework and the answer is, “No,” please have them study the following test preparation words: 

analyze

cite 

contrast

elaborate evaluate illustrate 

infer 

justify

paraphrase

predict summarize synthesize
Have your son/daughter create flashcards for these terms and encourage him/her to study them for mastery.

Quizzes and Tests will be given periodically to monitor progress.  Occasionally, quizzes will be of the open-notes variety.  Only materials covered in this class will be on quizzes and tests.

All assignments will be evaluated, corrected, and returned in a timely manner.  Students are expected to apply all recommendations and corrections to future assignments.  Careless errors that are repeated are unacceptable.  Most assignments will be evaluated and graded according to the standards of the 4-point rubric.  All coursework must be completed in a thoughtful and precise way, while demonstrating an understanding and mastery of the skills and concepts that we are working on in class.  All work must be submitted on-time and must be completed with the utmost effort and consideration in order to receive the highest grade.  In some cases, assignments that do not meet the minimum standards can be reattempted for a higher grade (reattempting assignments does not automatically guarantee a higher grade).  Late work will be assessed a penalty.  Make-up work must be submitted at the beginning of the next class session.
Attendance
Because we are on what is known as a four-by-four-block-schedule at Chatsworth Charter High School, our classes meet on alternating days rather than on a daily-basis.  This schedule places an added emphasis on your child’s attendance.  If your child is absent on a day that he/she is supposed to be in my class, they are strongly encouraged to email me or come to my class the next day (do not wait until the next class session) to get any missing work. 

After you have read this document, please print it out, sign it, and have your son/daughter return it to me.
__________________________________     ___________________________________

Student Signature
                           Parent Signature
