Early Medieval Art: Books
Chapter 14 (pages 484-513)


Early Medieval (100 B.C.E.-1000 C.E.)
terms

scriptorium (scriptoria)


vellum


parchment




illuminated manuscripts



psalters     
Old Testament book of Psalms



gospel books





Influence of Celtic design motifs on 
Early Medieval Illumination

animal style


ribbon interlace


interlace patterns

What was the purpose of illuminating sacred texts?

What scripture is to the educated, images are to the ignorant.  –Pope Gregory

During the Carolingian dynasty (768-877) – created by Charlemagne (Charles the Great) – books were used for:

During the Ottonian Period (919-1002) books were used to:


Thinking About Context: 
How did these four “topics” affect the production of illuminated manuscripts? patronage, religion, class, & intended function of the art


Who were the patrons who commissioned these very expensive, very beautiful illuminated texts?

How did religion affect the production of this work of art?

What role did class play?





What was the intended function?

promote learning


propagate Christianity 


standardize Christian practice 











