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 Name_____________________________ Per__________________
ROMEO AND JULIET PACKET
The Prologue (Chorus)
Two households, both alike in dignity,

In fair Verona, where we lay our scene,

From ancient grudge break to new mutiny,

Where civil blood makes civil hands unclean.

From forth the fatal loins of these two foes

A pair of star-cross’d lovers take their life;

Whose misadventur’d piteous overthrows

Do with their death bury their parents’ strife.

The fearful passage of their death-mark’d love,

And the continuance of their parents’ rage,

Which, but their children’s end, nought could remove,

Is now the two hours’ traffick of our stage;

The which if you with patient ears attend,

What here shall miss, our toil shall strive to mend.

1. Explain “Chorus.”
2. What is the setting of the play?
3. Who are involved in an “ancient grudge”?
_____________________________________________________________________
4. Who and what are “star-crossed” lovers?
5. What will cause the end of the grudge?

_____________________________________________________________________
6. How much time will be required to perform the play?

ACT I

VOCABULARY
Part I: Write what you think the underlined words mean in the space provided.
1. Profaners of this neighbor-stained steel -/Will they not hear? What ho! You men, you beasts,
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. That quench the fire of your pernicious rage/With purple fountains issuing from your veins,
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. With tears augmenting the fresh morning's dew,/Adding to clouds more clouds with his deep sighs.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Black and portentous must this humor prove/Unless good counsel my the cause remove.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Why, such is love's transgression,/Griefs of mine own lie heavy in my breast,/ which thou wilt prorogate, to have it pressed
_________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Cuts beauty off from all posterity/She is too fair, too wise, wisely too fair
_________________________________________________________________________________________
7. One desperate grief cures with another's languish.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Transparent heretics, be burned for liars!
_________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Here in Verona, ladies of esteem/Are made already mother.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
10. And what obscured in this fair volume lies/Find written in the margent of his eyes.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
11. Too rude, too boisterous and it pricks like thorn.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
12. On the forefinger of an alderman,/Drawn with a team of little atomies/ Athwart men's noses as they lie asleep-
_________________________________________________________________________________________
13. Then dreams he of another benefice/Sometime she driveth o'er a soldier's neck,
_________________________________________________________________________________________
14. Thus from my lips by thine my sin is purged.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
15. Too early seen unknown, and known too late!/That I must love a loathed enemy.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. If there are words for which you cannot figure out the definition by contextual clues and by process of elimination, look them up in a dictionary.
1. profaners 





A. future generations

2. pernicious





B. to dislike (someone or something) greatly

3. augmenting 





C. foreboding

4. portentous 





D. to free from impurities

5. transgression 




E. a member of the municipal legislative body

6. posterity 





F. indistinctly heard; faint

7. languish 





G. evil; wicked

8. heretics 





H. a church office endowed with fixed capital assets

9. esteem 





I. to become weak or feeble

10. obscured 





J. a violation of a law, command or duty

11. boisterous 





K. those who have irreverence for what is sacred

12. alderman 





L. regard with respect

13. benefice 





M. rough and stormy; violent

14. purged 





N. a person who holds controversial opinions

15. loathed 





O. to make (something already developed) greater

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS 
1. Why do Sampson and Gregory fight with Montague's men?
2. Benvolio and Tybalt come upon the servants fighting. Contrast their reactions to the fight.
3. When Montague and Capulet enter and see the disturbance, they want to fight, too. What do their wives say?
4. What ended the opening skirmish?
5. Why is Romeo so sad?
6. In Act I Scene ii, Paris asks Capulet for Juliet's hand in marriage. What is Capulet's reply?
7. Why is Capulet giving a feast?
8. How does Romeo find out about the feast, and why does he decide to go even though (being a Montague) he is not invited?
9. Describe Juliet's relationship with her family in Act I.
10. How does Juliet feel about getting married? 
11. How old is Juliet?  What is Lammastide?  On what date does it come? 
12. What does Romeo mean when he says, "Oh, dear account! My life is my foe's debt"?
13. Paraphrase Romeo’s response to Mercutio’s monologue:  
I fear too early; for my mind misgives __________________________________________________________________ 
Some consequence yet hanging in the stars_____________________________________________________________
Shall bitterly begin this fearful date ___________________________________________________________________ 
With this night’s revels and expire the term ____________________________________________________________ 
Of a despised life, closed in my breast _________________________________________________________________
By some vile forfeit of untimely death. _________________________________________________________________
But he that hath the steerage of my course _____________________________________________________________ 
Direct my sail! On, lusty gentlemen! ___________________________________________________________________

14. What is ironic about Romeo’s soliloquy in Act I Scene v, lines 43-52? 
ACT II
VOCABULARY
Part I: Write what you think the underlined words mean in the space provided.
1. That were some spite. My invocation/Is fair and honest, and in his mistress' name
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Arise, fair sun, and kill the envious moon,/Who is already sick and pale with grief
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Her eye discourses, I will answer it.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Then twenty of their swords. Look thou but sweet,/And I am proof against their enmity,
_________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Therefore pardon me,/And not impute this yielding to light love,/ Which the dark night hath so discovered.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
6. And where the worser is predominant,/Full soon the canker death eats up that plant.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
7. I pray thee, chide not. She whom I love now/Doth grace for grace and love for love allow.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
8. To turn your households' rancor to pure love.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Why, is not this a lamentable thing
_________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Is this the poultice for my aching bones?
_________________________________________________________________________________________
11. I am the drudge and toil in your delight,/But you shall bear the burden soon at night.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions.
1. invocation 





A. most common or conspicuous

2. envious 





B. to express disapproval

3. discourse 





C. a person who does tedious, menial, or unpleasant work

4. enmity 





D. a soft, moist mass of bread, meal, clay or other substance

5. impute 





E. to attribute; credit

6. predominant 




F. an incantation used in conjuring

7. chide 





G. to narrate or discuss

8. rancor 





H. to express grief for or about

9. lamentable 





I. feeling, expressing or characterized by envy

10. poultice 





J. deep-seated, often mutual hatred

11. drudge 





K. bitter

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
1.  Explain the dramatic irony in Act 1 Scene i.
2. Explain Juliet's soliloquy in Act II Scene ii, lines 38-49.  
3. How is Juliet’s soliloquy an example of dramatic irony?  
4. Paraphrase Juliet's speech: 

Thou know'st the mask of night is on my face, __________________________________________________________
Else would a maiden blush bepaint my cheek ___________________________________________________________
For that which thou hast heard me speak to-night _______________________________________________________
Fain would I dwell on form, fain, fain deny ______________________________________________________________
What I have spoke: but farewell compliment! ___________________________________________________________
Dost thou love me? I know thou wilt say 'Ay,' ___________________________________________________________
And I will take thy word: yet if thou swear'st, ___________________________________________________________
Thou mayst prove false; at lovers' perjuries _____________________________________________________________
Then say, Jove laughs. O gentle Romeo, _______________________________________________________________
If thou dost love, pronounce it faithfully: _______________________________________________________________
Or if thou think'st I am too quickly won, _______________________________________________________________
I'll frown and be perverse an say thee nay, _____________________________________________________________
So thou wilt woo; but else, not for the world. ___________________________________________________________
In truth, fair Montague, I am too fond, _________________________________________________________________
And therefore thou mayst think my 'havior light: ________________________________________________________
But trust me, gentleman, I'll prove more true ___________________________________________________________
Than those that have more cunning to be strange. _______________________________________________________
I should have been more strange, I must confess, ________________________________________________________
But that thou overheard'st, ere I was ware, _____________________________________________________________
My true love's passion: therefore pardon me, ___________________________________________________________
And not impute this yielding to light love, ______________________________________________________________
Which the dark night hath so discovered. ______________________________________________________________
5. What is Friar Lawrence doing at the start of Scene iii?  What might this foreshadow?
6. Why does Friar Lawrence agree to marry Romeo and Juliet?
7. What warning does the nurse give to Romeo?
8. What message does Nurse take to Juliet? Why is this important?
9. What warning does Friar Lawrence give Romeo foreshadowing future events of the play?
ACT III
VOCABULARY
Part I: Write what you think the underlined words mean in the space provided.

1. Doth much excuse the appertaining rage/To such a greeting.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. Thou, wretched boy, that didst consort him here.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. With thy black mantle till strange love grown bold/Think true love acted simple modesty.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
4. So tedious is this day/As is the night before some festival/ To an impatient child that hath new robes
_________________________________________________________________________________________
5. Take up those cords. Poor ropes, you are beguiled,/Both you and I, for Romeo is exiled.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
6. More validity,/More honorable state, more courtship, lives
_________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Oh, how my heart abhors/To hear him named and cannot come to him,/ To wreak the love I bore my cousin/Upon his body that hath slaughtered him!
_________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Good Father, I beseech you on my knees,/Hear me with patience but to speak a word

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Part II: Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions. 

1. appertaining 





A. to deceive by guile

2. consort 





B. well grounded

3. mantle 





C. to request earnestly

4. tedious 





D. a companion or partner

5. beguiled 





E. to belong as a proper function or part

6. validity 





F. moving or progressing very slowly

7. abhors 





G. to reject vehemently

8. beseech 





H. a cloak

COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
1. In Act III, Mercutio and Benvolio get into a conflict with Tybalt. What does Romeo do when he comes upon them? Why?
2. How do Mercutio and Tybalt die?
3. What punishment did the Prince give Romeo for fighting?
4. Why did Romeo's killing Tybalt put Juliet in a bad position? What did she finally decide?
5. How does Romeo react to the news of his banishment? 
6. Paraphrase Friar Lawrence's monologue:
Hold thy desperate hand: ___________________________________________________________________________
Art thou a man? thy form cries out thou art: ____________________________________________________________
Thy tears are womanish; thy wild acts denote ___________________________________________________________
The unreasonable fury of a beast: _____________________________________________________________________
Unseemly woman in a seeming man! __________________________________________________________________
Or ill-beseeming beast in seeming both! _______________________________________________________________
Thou hast amazed me: by my holy order, _______________________________________________________________
I thought thy disposition better temper'd. ______________________________________________________________
Hast thou slain Tybalt? wilt thou slay thyself? ___________________________________________________________
And stay thy lady too that lives in thee, ________________________________________________________________
By doing damned hate upon thyself? __________________________________________________________________
Why rail'st thou on thy birth, the heaven, and earth? _____________________________________________________
Since birth, and heaven, and earth, all three do meet _____________________________________________________
In thee at once; which thou at once wouldst lose. _______________________________________________________
Fie, fie, thou shamest thy shape, thy love, thy wit; _______________________________________________________
Which, like a usurer, abound'st in all, __________________________________________________________________
And usest none in that true use indeed ________________________________________________________________
Which should bedeck thy shape, thy love, thy wit: _______________________________________________________
Thy noble shape is but a form of wax, _________________________________________________________________
Digressing from the valour of a man; __________________________________________________________________
Thy dear love sworn but hollow perjury, _______________________________________________________________
Killing that love which thou hast vow'd to cherish; _______________________________________________________
Thy wit, that ornament to shape and love, _____________________________________________________________
Misshapen in the conduct of them both, _______________________________________________________________
Like powder in a skitless soldier's flask, ________________________________________________________________
Is set afire by thine own ignorance, ___________________________________________________________________
And thou dismember'd with thine own defence. ________________________________________________________
What, rouse thee, man! thy Juliet is alive, ______________________________________________________________
For whose dear sake thou wast but lately dead; _________________________________________________________
There art thou happy: Tybalt would kill thee, ____________________________________________________________
But thou slew'st Tybalt; there are thou happy too: _______________________________________________________
The law that threaten'd death becomes thy friend _______________________________________________________
And turns it to exile; there art thou happy: _____________________________________________________________
A pack of blessings lights up upon thy back; ____________________________________________________________
Happiness courts thee in her best array; _______________________________________________________________
But, like a misbehaved and sullen wench, ______________________________________________________________
Thou pout'st upon thy fortune and thy love: ____________________________________________________________
Take heed, take heed, for such die miserable. ___________________________________________________________
Go, get thee to thy love, as was decreed, ______________________________________________________________
Ascend her chamber, hence and comfort her: ___________________________________________________________
But look thou stay not till the watch be set, ____________________________________________________________
For then thou canst not pass to Mantua; _______________________________________________________________
Where thou shalt live, till we can find a time ____________________________________________________________
To blaze your marriage, reconcile your friends, __________________________________________________________
Beg pardon of the prince, and call thee back ____________________________________________________________
With twenty hundred thousand times more joy _________________________________________________________
Than thou went'st forth in lamentation. _______________________________________________________________
Go before, nurse: commend me to thy lady; ____________________________________________________________
And bid her hasten all the house to bed, _______________________________________________________________
Which heavy sorrow makes them apt unto: ____________________________________________________________
Romeo is coming. _________________________________________________________________________________
7. How does Capulet's attitude now differ from his attitude when Paris first came to ask for Juliet's hand in marriage? 
8. What is a paradoxical phrase?  Explain the paradoxical phrases that are said between Juliet and Lady Capulet. 
9. Lady Capulet goes to tell Juliet about the plans for the marriage between Juliet and Paris. What is Juliet's reaction?

10. How does Capulet react to Juliet's refusal to marry Paris? 
11. What does Juliet decide to do about her pending nuptials to Paris? 
12. What were the cords originally going to be used for?  What does Juliet plan to do with the cords now?                        

13. What advice does Nurse give to Juliet?
ACTS IV & V
VOCABULARY
Part I: Write what you think the underlined words mean in the space provided.

1. To stop the inundation of her tears,/Which, too much minded by herself alone,/ May be put from her by society.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
2. I hear thou must, and nothing may prorogue it,/On Thursday next be married to this County.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
3. Shall play the umpire arbitrating that/Which the commission of thy years and art could to no issue of true honor bring.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
4. For I have need of many orisons/To move the Heavens to smile upon my state,/ Which, well thou know'st, is cross and full of sin.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
5. No, madam, we have culled such necessaries/As are behooveful for our state tomorrow.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
6. But one thing to rejoice and solace in,/And cruel death hath catched it from my sight!
_________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Our solemn hymns to sullen dirges change,/Our bridal flowers serve for a buried corpse,/ And all things change them to the contrary.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
8. My dreams presage some joyful news at hand.
_________________________________________________________________________________________
9. Noting this penury to myself I said,/"An if a man did need a poison now,
_________________________________________________________________________________________
10. And here I stand, both to impeach and purge/Myself condemned and myself excused.

_________________________________________________________________________________________
Part II: Determining the Meaning: Match the vocabulary words to their dictionary definitions.

35. inundation 





A. to gather; collect

36. prorogue





B. destitution

37. arbitrating 





C. to challenge the validity of; try to discredit

38. orisons 





D. an omen

39. culled 





E. a prayer

40. solace 





F. to submit to settlement or judgment by arbitration

41. dirges 





G. to discontinue a session

42. presage 





H. to cover with water

43. penury 





I. a funeral hymn or lament

44. impeach 





J. comfort in sorrow
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS
1. Explain in detail the plan Juliet and the Friar arrange.
2.  Juliet is so convincing in her deception that her father decides to move the wedding day up from Thursday to Wednesday. What complication does this change foreshadow? 

3. Paraphrase Juliet's soliloquy: 

Farewell! God knows when we shall meet again. ________________________________________________________
I have a faint cold fear thrills through my veins, _________________________________________________________
That almost freezes up the heat of life: ________________________________________________________________
I'll call them back again to comfort me: ________________________________________________________________
Nurse! What should she do here? _____________________________________________________________________
My dismal scene I needs must act alone. _______________________________________________________________
Come, vial. _______________________________________________________________________________________
What if this mixture do not work at all? ________________________________________________________________
Shall I be married then to-morrow morning? ____________________________________________________________
No, no: this shall forbid it: lie thou there. _______________________________________________________________
Laying down her dagger
What if it be a poison, which the friar __________________________________________________________________
Subtly hath minister'd to have me dead, _______________________________________________________________
Lest in this marriage he should be dishonour'd, _________________________________________________________
Because he married me before to Romeo? _____________________________________________________________
I fear it is: and yet, methinks, it should not, _____________________________________________________________
For he hath still been tried a holy man. ________________________________________________________________
How if, when I am laid into the tomb, _________________________________________________________________
I wake before the time that Romeo ___________________________________________________________________
Come to redeem me? there's a fearful point! ____________________________________________________________
Shall I not, then, be stifled in the vault, ________________________________________________________________
To whose foul mouth no healthsome air breathes in, _____________________________________________________
And there die strangled ere my Romeo comes? _________________________________________________________
Or, if I live, is it not very like, _________________________________________________________________________
The horrible conceit of death and night, _______________________________________________________________
Together with the terror of the place,-- ________________________________________________________________
As in a vault, an ancient receptacle, ___________________________________________________________________
Where, for these many hundred years, the bones _______________________________________________________
Of all my buried ancestors are packed: ________________________________________________________________
Where bloody Tybalt, yet but green in earth, ___________________________________________________________
Lies festering in his shroud; where, as they say, _________________________________________________________
At some hours in the night spirits resort;-- ______________________________________________________________
Alack, alack, is it not like that I, _______________________________________________________________________
So early waking, what with loathsome smells, __________________________________________________________
And shrieks like mandrakes' torn out of the earth, _______________________________________________________
That living mortals, hearing them, run mad:-- ___________________________________________________________
O, if I wake, shall I not be distraught, __________________________________________________________________
Environed with all these hideous fears? ________________________________________________________________
And madly play with my forefather's joints? ____________________________________________________________
And pluck the mangled Tybalt from his shroud? _________________________________________________________
And, in this rage, with some great kinsman's bone, ______________________________________________________
As with a club, dash out my desperate brains? __________________________________________________________
O, look! methinks I see my cousin's ghost ______________________________________________________________
Seeking out Romeo, that did spit his body _____________________________________________________________
Upon a rapier's point: stay, Tybalt, stay! _______________________________________________________________
Romeo, I come! this do I drink to thee. ________________________________________________________________
4. List Juliet's fears as she is about to drink the potion. 

A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

5.  Explain the dramatic irony in Friar Lawrence's monologue in Act IV Scene v, lines 65-83.
6. How does Romeo's dream compare with the news brought to him by Balthasar? 
7. How does Romeo convince the apothecary to sell him poison? 
8. Explain the conversation between Friar Lawrence and Friar John. What went wrong with the Friar’s plan? 
9. What does Friar Lawrence plan to do now that his original plan has gone awry? 
10. Paraphrase Friar Lawrence's monologue:
I will be brief, for my short date of breath ______________________________________________________________
Is not so long as is a tedious tale. _____________________________________________________________________
Romeo, there dead, was husband to that Juliet; _________________________________________________________
And she, there dead, that Romeo's faithful wife: ________________________________________________________
I married them; and their stol'n marriage-day ___________________________________________________________
Was Tybalt's dooms-day, whose untimely death _________________________________________________________
Banish'd the new-made bridegroom from the city, _______________________________________________________
For whom, and not for Tybalt, Juliet pined. _____________________________________________________________
You, to remove that siege of grief from her, ____________________________________________________________
Betroth'd and would have married her perforce _________________________________________________________
To County Paris: then comes she to me, _______________________________________________________________
And, with wild looks, bid me devise some mean _________________________________________________________
To rid her from this second marriage, __________________________________________________________________
Or in my cell there would she kill herself. _______________________________________________________________
Then gave I her, so tutor'd by my art, __________________________________________________________________
A sleeping potion; which so took effect ________________________________________________________________
As I intended, for it wrought on her ___________________________________________________________________
The form of death: meantime I writ to Romeo, __________________________________________________________
That he should hither come as this dire night, ___________________________________________________________
To help to take her from her borrow'd grave, ___________________________________________________________
Being the time the potion's force should cease. _________________________________________________________
But he which bore my letter, Friar John, _______________________________________________________________
Was stay'd by accident, and yesternight _______________________________________________________________
Return'd my letter back. Then all alone ________________________________________________________________
At the prefixed hour of her waking, ___________________________________________________________________
Came I to take her from her kindred's vault; ____________________________________________________________
Meaning to keep her closely at my cell, ________________________________________________________________
Till I conveniently could send to Romeo: _______________________________________________________________
But when I came, some minute ere the time ____________________________________________________________
Of her awaking, here untimely lay ____________________________________________________________________
The noble Paris and true Romeo dead. ________________________________________________________________
She wakes; and I entreated her come forth, ____________________________________________________________
And bear this work of heaven with patience: ___________________________________________________________
But then a noise did scare me from the tomb; __________________________________________________________
And she, too desperate, would not go with me, _________________________________________________________
But, as it seems, did violence on herself. _______________________________________________________________
All this I know; and to the marriage ___________________________________________________________________
Her nurse is privy: and, if aught in this _________________________________________________________________
Miscarried by my fault, let my old life __________________________________________________________________
Be sacrificed, some hour before his time, ______________________________________________________________
Unto the rigour of severest law. ______________________________________________________________________
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Who’s Who in Verona? 
The following is a list of most of the characters appearing in Romeo and Juliet. List each under the family to which he or she is related by blood or by alliance. 

Chorus 

Prince Escalus 

Paris 

Montague 

Capulet 

Romeo 

Mercutio 

Benvolio 

Lady Montague 

Tybalt 

Friar Laurence 

Friar John 

Sampson 

Gregory 

Abraham 

Lady Capulet 

Nurse 

Balthasar 

Peter 

Apothecary 

Juliet 

	Montague
	Capulet
	Neutral

	
	
	


AFTER READING
1. Define poetic justice.  Describe the conclusion of the drama and explain how poetic justice operates in the play. 

2. Define tragic flaw.  What is Romeo and Juliet's tragic flaw? How does it lead to their destruction?  

IMPORTANT LITERARY TERMS
Define each of the following and find an example of each.

SOLILOQUY: 

Example:
_________________________________________________________________________________________

ASIDE: 

Example:
_________________________________________________________________________________________

MONOLOGUE: 

Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
COMIC RELIEF:

Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
DRAMATIC IRONY: 

Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
PUN: 

Example:

________________________________________________________________________________________
TRAGEDY: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
ALLUSION: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
OXYMORON: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
METAPHOR: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
FORESHADOW: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
PERSONIFICATION: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
SIMILIE: 
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
PARADOX:  
Example:

_________________________________________________________________________________________
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Timeline of Events

Many scholars have pointed out that this play takes place in a very short time period.  At the end of every major act or major plot event, take notes in the following chart.  Filling this chart out in detail and with care will be a very good way to review and summarize the play.

	Day
	Act(s)/Scene(s)
	Setting(s)
	Major Events

	Sunday

a.m.

p.m.


	
	
	

	Monday

a.m.

p.m.


	
	
	

	Tuesday

a.m.

p.m.


	
	
	

	Wednesday

a.m.

p.m.


	
	
	

	Thursday

a.m.

p.m.


	
	
	

	Early Friday a.m.
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