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Welcome to Biology, 2nd semester!  Just as a reminder, this is a year course that will earn you 1.0 science credit.  In semester 1, you developed an understanding of lab safety, unifying themes of life, the proper use of microscope, cells and energy.  In 2nd semester you will learn how characteristics are transmitted from parents to offspring, genetic disorder, genetic engineering and human biology.

I would like to review some old but important information regarding this class along with some new changes I have made to help run class smoothly.
***************************************************************************************
First, review of the old…

1. The first thing that should be done as soon as you walk through the door, before you even sit down is to read the poster white board on the back bookshelf to see if you need to pick up a computer or handout(s).

2. The next thing you should do is to read today’s agenda which is always written on the front white movable board.  Remember!  The agenda tells you what you must pick up, turn in, what we are doing in class, what is for homework and any other important announcement.
3. Any paper work (class work or homework from the previous day) must be turned in at the beginning of the period into the purple turn in box.  Remember!  NO LATE WORK WILL BE TAKEN!
4. Know your assignments and when they are due!  Check my school website!  There are assignments listed days if not weeks in advance.  Make it a habit.  There is absolutely no excuse that you don’t know what was for homework, class work and even projects!  

5. Bell work is assigned everyday and is worth 5% of your total grade and is attached to coming to class on time.  If you are tardy or have an unexcused absence, you will receive a zero on that day’s bell work.  Your bell work assignment is usually a review of information that was covered the previous day(s).  

6. At the end of every week you are administered a wrap up quiz.  This quiz in given every Friday on a regular 5 day week.  This quiz will test you on everything that was covered during the week.  Wrap up quizzes belong to the tests and quizzes section of your grade which is worth 55% of your total grade.

7. Grades are updated every 2 weeks.  If you turn something in on Monday, do not expect it to be inputted Monday night.  It will take at least 2 weeks.  

8. Technology passes must be filled out and turned in when the assignment is completed.  I print out the grades of the assignments the morning that it is due.  If you “ran into technical difficulties” you must complete a technology pass.  I will NOT go back and check the grade you received after the due date unless that pass is filled out and submitted.

9. Make up “paper work” for credit is given ONLY WHEN YOU HAVE AN EXCUSED ABSENCE!  If you have an unexcused absence you still can get the work, you just cannot turn it in for credit.  For computer work, check my school website.  Assignments are usually given days if not a week in advance.  If deathly ill and were not able to do the work, complete a technology pass.
10. Making up missed quizzes or tests for credit is allowed only WHEN YOU HAVE AN EXCUSED ABSENCE!  If you have an unexcused absence, you will receive a zero grade!  Check the front board, left side for quizzes and tests given.  The date the quiz or test was administered is always written.  You only have 1 week (usually Friday) to make up the quiz or test.  Once the test is crossed out…I am sorry but you will receive a zero grade.  Be responsible and make up missed work.
11. REMEMBER THE RULES!  Detention or confiscation may result!

· Listen and follow directions.

· Respect yourself, others and your environment.

· Absolutely NO put-downs or ANY name calling! 

· Respect others' rights to learn and do not disrupt the class. 

· Swearing, obscene gestures, etc. are not appropriate!  

· Take care of lab equipment and keep this class clean. Pick up litter & erase graffiti.

· Leave food and drinks outside of the classroom.
· Cell phones are to be turned off or put on silent in your backpack or purse. I do not want to see it on the desk, sitting on your lap, etc. 

· iPods, video games, reading of personal books and work for another class are to be done during passing not during this class. 
Second, the new stuff…

1. As much as I would love to use our websites, we know that the netbooks are too slow.  We would spend most of our times waiting for it to start up and load.  Also, last quarter over half of you failed to post your quarter 2 project and your best work.  Therefore, websites will not be part of your 2nd semester grade.
2. Back to paper!  I will be using a little more paper than last semester.  Starting with bell work.  Just as you did the first weeks of school, you will pick up your bell work from the back table and return your bell work before you leave.  If you would like to HOLD your bell work so that it doesn’t get lost, be sure I stamp it before you leave class.
a. Because I plan on using more paper, may I suggest a binder?  The binder will not be graded but my past experience strongly suggests that you keep a binder.  With all your papers in one spot it makes completing work and studying on QUIA a lot easier.
b. Notebooks!  You need to reflect and see if the notebook you currently have is working for you.  Spiral notebooks and composition books make adding paper I give to you difficult.  Some of you have already moved to using a binder as your notebook because of this reason.  I will leave this decision up to you.  But remember!  Notebooks are worth 5% of your grade and I will randomly do a notebook check unannounced.  

3. New category.  Last quarter I combined class work and homework into one category called assignments.  I feel the projects you do in this class deserve more weight.  Therefore, I have created a project category worth 5%.  You will have 2 big quarter projects, with mini projects along the way and a possible culminating year project.

4. Your new breakdown of your grade…

a. 3rd & 4th Quarter Grades – Bell work (5%), assignments (30%), tests & quizzes (55%), notebook (5%) and Project (5%).
***************************************************************************************

Some advice…

· Attend class daily.  Even if you're absent just 1 day you will fall behind, feel lost, and overwhelmed.  Not only do you have to catch up what we learned the day before but the current day as well because everything builds on each other.  It takes just 1 day to fall behind.
· DO YOUR WORK!  The only we anyone can learn is to practice.  Class work and homework is a form of practice.  The credit you earn in this class is based purely on points and grades.  If you don’t do the work, you don’t get the points, you don’t practice, you bomb the quizzes and eventually the tests!  You have to practice!!
· If you are absent, be sure it is an excused absence.  Unexcused absences will result in zeros for whatever was due on that day.  See sample from last quarter…

· Use my school website!  It has almost everything on there.  There really is no reason for you not to know what is going on and what is due and what is coming up…IT’S ALL ON THE WEBSITE!

· Lastly!  If you don’t understand, come in for help!  Every person that has come in for help has always walked out understanding!  Come in for help!  Best time is before & after school.  Otherwise check with me, I may be available during lunch.  
· Write yourself a piece of advice based on 1st semester experience:  
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