UNIT IV
 SCIENTIFIC REVOLUTION AND THE ENLIGHTENMENT

Study Guides (recommended before beginning Palmer/McKay)

Princeton Review: Chapter 9. Scientific Revolution and Enlightenment

Modern European History: Chapter 11: The Scientific Revolution

Date Due: Monday
section 32: Prophets of a Scientific Civilization--Bacon and Descartes

McKay pp. 660-665 (stop at Causes of the Scientific Revolution)

1. Why is the history of science an important part of the modern world?

2. In what sense did science become “modern” in the 17th century?

3. How did Francis Bacon and Rene Descartes attack earlier methods of seeking knowledge? What did they expect to be the results of the scientific method?

4. Explain the nature of Bacon’s “inductive” method. What was his major weakness as a scientist?

Date Due: Monday
section 33: The Road to Newton--The Law of Universal Gravitation

McKay pp. 665-669 (stop at The Enlightenment)
1. How did Newton build upon the works of his predecessors? What is described as his supreme achievement?

2. What advances were made in the practical and applied sciences in the 17th and 18th centuries? In what sense was the study of science becoming institutionalized?

3. Discuss the impact of the scientific revolution on the “world of thought.” What were the implications of if the scientific discoveries for traditional religious belief? For political theory and society?

Date Due: Wednesday
section 34: New Knowledge of Man and Society

McKay pp. 669-671 (stop at The Philosophes and Their Ideas)

1. What impact did knowledge from other parts of the world have on Europe and on European thought? How did this new knowledge contribute to “skepticism”?

2. Describe the new sense of evidence that appeared in this age. How did it reveal itself in law? How did it help end the witchcraft persecutions?

3. How was the new sense of evidence reflected in    a)historical scholarship    b)religious scholarship?

4. Explain the contributions of John Locke on      a)religion and religious toleration    b)religious scholarship

Date Due: Monday
section 35: Political Theory--The School of Natural Law

McKay pp. 671-677 (stop at Social Setting of the Enlightenment)

1. In what sense did Machiavelli attempt to adopt a scientific view in The Prince? In what ways was his analysis not scientific?

2. What is meant by “natural law” and “natural right”? How, according to natural law philosophy, was natural law to be discovered?

3. Explain how the philosophy of natural law was used to justify both absolutist and constitutional government on the 17th century. Compare and contrast the political theories of John Locke and Thomas Hobbes.

recommended review, before beginning the Enlightenment

Modern European History
Chapter 12: The Enlightenment

Chapter 13: Literature, Art, and Music in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries

Date Due: Tuesday

section 36: The Philosophes--and Others

McKay pp. 677-679 (stop at The Development of Absolutism)

1. From what sources was the thought of the Enlightenment drawn? What elements are suggested as basic to the spirit of the Enlightenment? Of what significance was the idea of progress?

2. What contributions to the Enlightenment were made by the Encyclopédie?  They physiocrats?  Adam Smith?

3. Discuss and compare the contributions made to the thought of the Enlightenment by    a)Montesquieu     b)Voltaire     c)Rousseau

4. Explain the attitudes held by thinkers of the Enlightenment toward     a)religion and the churches    b)the function of the state     c)the problems of liberty

Date Due: Wednesday
section 37: Enlightened Despotism--France, Austria, Prussia

McKay pp. 679-686 (stop at Evaluation)

1. What characteristics distinguished the enlightened despots from earlier monarchs? How did the wars of the mid 18th century contribute to enlightened despotism?

2. Assess the successes and failures of enlightened despotism in France. How did the attempted abolition of the parlements illustrate its weaknesses?

3. Compare the changes introduced by Maria Theresa and by Joseph II in the Austrian empire. Would you characterize both as enlightened despots?

4. Discuss the nature and results of enlightened despotism in Prussia under Frederick the Great. Of what special importance was the stratification of Prussian society?

Date Due: Thursday

section 38: Enlightened Despotism--Russia

McKay pp. 687-688 (Evaluation and Summary)

1. How did the intellectual currents of the Enlightenment affect Russia?

2. Describe the personality and personal qualities of Catherine, and assess her reform program. What seems to have thwarted that program?

3. What general observations may be made about the accomplishments, shortcomings, and limitations of enlightened despotism in Europe in this age?

Date Due: Friday

section 39: New Stirrings--The British Reform Movement

1. How did the Enlightenment in Britain differ from the Enlightenment on the continent?

2. Why was there political and social dissent in England? What special factors served as barriers to reform?

3. What relationship developed between reformers in England and the American colonies?

UNIT IV TERMS

Palmer section 32: Prophets of a Scientific Civilization--Bacon and Descartes

terms:      1. Leonardo da Vinci "isolated genius"    2. skepticism     3. Montaigne     4. 16th/17th century superstitions     5. Francis Bacon     6. medieval philosophy--"deductive"     7. Instaratio Magna          8. inductive method      9. empiricism      10. Advancement of Learning/New Atlantis      11. Rene Descartes      12 Cartesian dualism

Palmer section 33: The Road to Newton--The Law of Universal Gravitation

terms:       13. study of anatomy/physiology      14. physics and astronomy       15. Ptolemaic view      

16. Copernicus and Keppler     17. Isaac Newton      18. Mathematical Principles of Natural Philosophy      

19. scientific societies      20. Blaise Pascal     21. "spiritual re-adjustment"       22. concept of natural law

Palmer section 34: New Knowledge of Man and Society

terms:       23. Pierre Bayle     24. "scientific" effects on law      25. Mabillon, DuCange, and Muratori      

26. Richard Simon      27. Baruch Spinoza      28. John Locke--background      29. John Locke--philosophical beliefs

Palmer section 35: Political Theory--The School of Natural Law

terms:       30. concept of Natural Law (continued)      31. Thomas Hobbes--background and beliefs      32. John Locke--philosophical beliefs (continued)

Palmer section 36: The Philosophes

terms:        33. idea of "progress"      34. "Ancients vs. Moderns"     35. "modern" conception of god     

36. John Wesley      37. Freemasonry      38. the philosophes      39. literacy-effects of      40. censorship      

41. the Salons      42. Denis Diderot-the Encyclopedie       43. Montisque      44. Voltaire-background of      

45. Voltaire-beliefs      46. Jean-Jacques Rousseau-background     47. Jean-Jacques Rousseau-beliefs     

48. Social Contract       49. physiocrats      50. Adam Smith-beliefs

Palmer section 37: Enlightened Despotism--France, Austria, Prussia (part 1)

terms:      51. Enlightened Despotism--characteristics of     52. Maria Theresa--problems faced     53. Maria Theresa--reforms     54. Joseph II--outlook and reforms      55. Joseph II--problems faced     56. Frederick the Great--ruling style

Palmer section 38: Enlightened Despotism--Russia

terms:       57. Catherine II--background     58. Catherine II--reforms of     59. Pugachev's Rebellion    

60. Catherine II--territorial ambitions      61. Partitions of Poland--significance of     62. Potemkin      63. limits of Enlightened Despotism

Palmer section 39: New Stirrings--The British Reform Movement

terms:       64."Atlantic Revolution"/"Democratic Revolution" characteristics of      65. George III      66. "Whigs and Tories"      67. demands for Parliamentary reform--late 18th century      68. Edmund Burke

