Themes for Artist

Misplaced Loyalty

Pride

Pleasure

1. Why does Ono like Mrs. Kawakami's bar? 

2. What seems to be significant about Ono's house? How is it used as a symbol in the work? 

3. How would you describe or diagram the structure of the book? Does it seem to you to be effective? 

4. What is the meaning of the title of the novel? Where does it appear? 

5. How do the conflicts between Ono and his father seem to be important in delineating the novel's themes? Between Ono and his family? Between Ono and his students? 

6. How does Ishiguro use popular culture in the novel? 

7. What does the novel seem to say about sexual roles in Japan? Do they seem to be changing in any ways? 

8. How does the relationship between Setsuko and Noriko function in the novel? 

9. Does Ono seem to be any different at the end of the novel? Has he learned anything? 

10. How is Matsuda an important character in the novel? What does he represent? 

11. In what ways does the culture of Japan seem to be changing, as related in Ono's memories? How do these changes affect the various characters in the novel? 

12. A point often discussed in the book is whether pleasure seeking automatically leads to debauchery. Do you agree with Ono's views on the matter? Why or why not?

13. Give two examples of symbolism in the book, and explain how they relate to the storyline.

14. Cite several examples of how Ono, even at the end of the book, is an unreliable narrator.

15. Why do you suppose Akira Sugimura planned to put a pet cemetery in Kawabe Park? What might its significance have been?

16. Do you believe that Ono's children ever entertained the belief that he should commit suicide? Why or why not?

17. The death of Ono's wife, which coincided with the end of the war and Kenji's death, is never discussed. What might the author be implying by leaving out any direct mention of such an important event?

18. Discuss the relationship between Ono and Ichiro. Why do you think Ono encouraged his grandson to try activities meant for older people (e.g., drinking sake and seeing horror movies)?
