Unit 7: Post WWII Domestic Issues

U.S. History

11.8 Students analyze the economic boom and social transformation of post-World War II America.
1. Trace the growth of service sector, white collar, and professional sector jobs in business and government. 

2. Describe the significance of Mexican immigration and its relationship to the agricultural economy, especially in California. 

3. Examine Truman's labor policy and congressional reaction to it. 

4. Analyze new federal government spending on education (including the California Master Plan), defense, welfare, and interest on the national debt. 

5. Describe the increased powers of the presidency in response to the Great Depression, World War II, and the Cold War. 

6. Discuss the diverse environmental regions of North America, their relationship to local economies, and the origins and prospects of environmental problems in those regions. 

7. Describe the effects on society and the economy of technological developments since 1945, including the computer revolution, changes in communication, advances in medicine, and improvements in agricultural technology. 

8. Discuss forms of popular culture, with emphasis on their origins and geographic diffusion (e.g., jazz and other forms of popular music, professional sports, architectural and artistic styles). 

Essential Questions;
1. What was the significance of Mexican immigration and its relationship to the agricultural economy, especially in California.
2. What were the effects on society and the economy of the technological developments since 1945?
Essential Vocabulary Terms:

1.) agribusinesses: modern, large-scale farms that covered 1,000 acres or more.
2.) automation: the technique of operating a production system using mechanical or electronic devices.
3.) baby boom: The time period between 1945-1961 when the nation’s birthrate increased rapidly.
4.) suburbs: Less populated areas in which many people moved to during the 1950’s.
5.) counterculture: the culture and lifestyle of those people, esp. among the young, who reject or oppose the dominant values and behavior of society
6.) standard of living: a grade or level of subsistence and comfort in everyday life enjoyed by a community, class, or individual: 
7.) geographic diffusion geographic spread of ideas, innovations, or phenomena.
Extra Credit Films: 
1. View one of the following films:
· Quiz Show
· Baseball: Inning 6. The National Pastime: 1940 - 1950 
· Baseball: Inning 7. The Capital of Baseball: 1950 - 1960 
· Baseball: Inning 8. A Whole New Ball Game: 1960 - 1970 
· Baseball: Inning 9. Home: 1970 - 1994 

· The Buddy Holly Story
· Desert Bloom
· Brian's Song
· The Autobiography of Miss Jane Pittman
· Hoosiers
· Angels in the Outfield
· A Gentleman's Agreement
· The Jackie Robinson Story
· The Joy Luck Club
· On The Waterfront
· Bobby

· West Side Story
2. Complete worksheet: Extra Credit Film Questions

· You may also watch two episodes of a 1950’s or 1960’s sitcom. Write a one page paper describing the events that took place in each episode, the roles of woman and men depicted in the episodes, and a comparison between American society in the 1950’s/60’s and today.
· Father Knows Best
· I Love Lucy
· Ozzie and Harriet
· Leave it to Beaver
· The Donna Reed Show
Extra credit must be turned in before the end of the unit to receive credit!

