Questions Chapters 1-4


1. In chapter 3, what does Danny say he felt toward Reuven during the game?

2. The author gives an example of a theme: “things are not always as they seem.” Where else in Book 1 have you found the same example?

3. What is special about Danny’s ability to memorize things?

4. What does his father expect him to be when he finishes school?

5. Is that what he wants to be?? Explain.

6. What profession does Reuven’s father think Reuven will enter? 
7. Does he want to do this?

8. When Danny comes to visit Reuven a 3rd time, what else do we learn about his religious ideas?

9. Read the section of the novel where Danny recounts part of a novel by Hemmingway (the ant story). Why would he be inclined to recall that part of the novel more than any other?

10. Why is Danny going to be a tzaddik if he does not want to?

11. What does the reader learn about Reb Saunders in chapter 3?

12. Mr. Malter’s reaction changes when Reuven tells him Danny came to see him again. What does he ask his son to do?

13. How does Danny react when he first meets Mr. Malter in the hospital?

14. How did Danny and Mr. Malter first meet?

15. Should Mr. Malter have told Reuven he knew Danny? Explain.

16. What positions did Reuven play on his team?

17. What is the initial attitude of Reuven Malter and his team toward the Hasids?

18. What difference in appearance do you find between the Hasids and Reuven Malter’s team?

19. Who is the Hasid player who knocked Reuven down?

20. Why does Danny’s team call Reuven’s team “apikosim?

21. What happens to Reuven’s attitude as the game goes on?

22. How does Danny react when Reuven catches one of his hits and causes him to strike at a low ball?

23. What happens on Reuven’s final pitch?

