Miscellaneous Notes: Medieval Churches, Pilgrimages, Monastic Orders

What are three important things you need to remember about the Medieval Church?
What are three important things you need to remember about Benedictine Monasticism?

What are three important things you need to remember about the new Monastic Orders?


What are three important things you need to remember about Pilgrimage Routes?

For medieval people—for nobles and peasants—there was no division between spiritual and secular life—there was of concept of a division. The two “parts” were seamlessly blended.

































































founded in the late 11th century


founded at Cîteaux in Burgundy


habits are white or made of unbleached wool that is light grey or light beige


led by Abbot Bernard of Clairvaux (abbot from 1115-1154, 39 years!)


emphasized an austere (simple, plain, unadorned) spiritual life (Cluny: think embroidered, silk red velvet cloth; Cistercian: think unbleached, plain white cotton cloth)


emphasis on prayer, intellectual pursuits, and shared manual labor


a cloistered order


financially the Cistercians were extremely successful because they were excellent managers




















Wealthy “laypeople” who left large pieces of land to monasteries—which allowed the monastery to collect rents or use the land to produce wool or grain—expected that in return they would receive rewards in heaven. In effect, they were purchasing pieces of the afterlife.

































































The “new” monastic orders were developed in response to what the monks felt was a falling away from the original Benedictine Rule—they especially felt that monks needed to do manual labor.






























































Physical proximity to a relic was believed to be especially powerful. In other words, the closer a person could get to a relic, the more power the relic’s healing properties or miraculous powers would be. Because being as close to a relic as possible mattered so much, pilgrims went on pilgrimages—they needed to go to the relic.

















