

Instructor:
 Lisa Walle

lwalle@bmhs-la.org 

Web-site: bmhs-la.org <click> Faculty Pages <click> Lisa Walle
Text: 
Prentice Hall Chemistry  (Authors: Wilbraham, Staley, Matta, and Waterman)
Materials: (subject to periodic checks… the first one is Monday)
1. Three ring binder exclusively for Chemistry with dividers AND PAPER!!!
· Notes: for some chapters these will be available on-line and should be printed before class starts.  
· Homework/Worksheets
· Vocabulary

· Quizzes/Labs

2. Laboratory Quad (purchase from bookstore or use the one from Biology)

3. Blue or black pens

4. Red, green or purple pen for correcting 

5. Pencil and eraser 
6. YOUR BOOK, many assignments will be given from it and you will need it in class everyday (if you forget it and need to share/ borrow you will lose participation points)

7. Non-graphing, non-programmable calculator with scientific function—TI30 is great!
Grading system:

· Homework:
30%


Usually worksheet or book work, and will be graded on effort and completion.  Collected at the time of the test for each chapter

· Exams/ Tests:
30%


Given at the end of each chapter (or sometimes two).  They are book tests in a combination of multiple choice, matching, short answer and math.

· Quizzes:
10%


Approximately one per chapter based on reading of the chapter and vocabulary.

· Labs:
10%


Supplement to the book materials to provide a more complete understanding of the information.  There will be at least one lab per month (up to one per week depending on the chapter)

· Participation:
5%

This is based on questions asked, behavior during class periods as well as participation in class discussions.

· Final:

15% 


Cumulative each semester 

LATE WORK: If an assignment is not turned exactly when it is due it is late (50% credit).  If the assignment is not turned in by the beginning of class the following day it will no longer be accepted at all.

ABSENCE:  Assignments due on the day of the absence (or tests scheduled that day) will be made up on the first day of students return.   Students will be given one extra day to make-up assignments assigned while they are absent.
Letter grades:  will be assigned to percentages based on standards in the handbook

· Grade Standards

· 100- 97%  A+
89-87%
B+
79-77%
C+
69-67%
D+
Below 60%  F

· 97- 93       A  
86-83
B
76-73
C
66-63
D

· 92-90        A-
82-80
B-
72- 70
C-
62-60
D-

· Final percentages will be rounded based on universal rounding rules

· 89.4% ( B+

89.5% ( A-
· Grades will be posted/ updated on Aeries every two weeks

· Extra credit may be available periodically with a maximum of 2% increase to final grades.

Tips:
· Read your book.  It was chosen for a reason.  The information found in the reading will be really helpful.
· Eat before you get here.  Good eating habits mean consistent blood sugar, which means you will comprehend and retain knowledge faster and easier.

· Sleep at night.  It will help you focus and not sleep during class… which will affect your participation grade.

· Ask questions… lots and lots of questions

· Print the notes ahead of time and add notes as we go.  Mark the topics that were covered extensively or multiple times… more time means it’s more likely to be a question on the exam.

· See me for any questions that you come across… I love to talk about science!

· Make sure all assignments are turned in on time to avoid silly points off.
Discipline:
   RULES…

1) Arrive on time… that means that you are ready to begin by the time the bell rings
2) Be prepared… have all of your required materials

3) Follow the dress codes… fixable infractions will be followed with violations while unfixable infractions (belts etc) will require a trip to the dean’s office.

4) Eat before you get here… you may have water but there are many chemicals that are used in this room so food is not allowed

5) No cell phones… if your phone rings in class or if you decide to text you will receive a referral.  To help you with this rule no backpacks are allowed on your desk at any time.

6) Use Kind Language… even when you think I’m not listening.

7) Don’t cheat… this includes copying homework, tests, lab answers and plagiarizing.  Always properly cite information that is not your original work.

If you violate the rules you will be given a violation (make sense?!?).  Further action will be taken if the problem persists.


I have read and understand the Chemistry syllabus.
Student Signature:                                                       
_        Print Name




Date


Parent Signature:                                               

         _Print Name




Date


Bishop Montgomery High School
Page 1
Chemistry


