The Eisenhower Era

1952-1960
 

A New Look in Foreign Policy
1. In 1954, secretary of state John Foster Dulles proposed a plan in which Eisenhower would set aside the army and the navy to build up an air fleet of superbombers (called the Strategic Air Command, or SAC) equipped with nuclear bombs.  This would allow President Eisenhower to threaten countries such as the Soviet Union and China with nuclear weapons.

2. At the Geneva summit conference in 1955, President Eisenhower attempted to make peace with the new Soviet Union dictator, Nikita Khrushchev, following Stalin's death.  Peace negotiations were rejected.

   

The Race with the Soviets into Space
1. On October 4, 1957, the Soviets launched the Sputnik I satellite into space.  In November, they launched the satellite Sputnik II, carrying a dog.  The two satellites gave credibility to the Soviet claims that superior industrial production lay through communism.

2. In response, President Eisenhower established the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA).

3. As a result of the new technological advances in the Soviet Union, it was thought that the educational system of the Soviet Union was better than the United States'; a move to improve the American education system was taken.  In 1958, the National Defense and Education Act (NDEA) authorized $887 million in loans to needy college students and in grants for the improvement of teaching sciences and languages.

 

Cuba's Castroism Spells Communism
1. Latin Americans began to show dissent towards America as the United States seemed to neglect Latin America's economic needs for favor of Europe's.  They also despised constant American intervention - the CIA directed a coup in 1954 that overthrew a leftist government in Guatemala.

2. Fidel Castro led a coup that overthrew the America-supported government of Cuba in 1959.  Annoyed with Castro's anti-American attitude and Castro seizing valuable American properties in Cuba, the United States cut off the heavy U.S. imports of Cuban sugar.

3. Cuba's left-wing dictatorship quickly had the possibility to become a military satellite for the Soviet Union.  In August 1960, Congress authorized $500 million to prevent communism from spreading in Latin America.

 

Kennedy Challenges Nixon for the Presidency
1. The Republicans nominated Richard Nixon to run for president and Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr. for vice president in the election of 1960.  The Democrats nominated John F. Kennedy to run for president and Lyndon B. Johnson for vice president.

2. John F. Kennedy's Catholicism aroused misgivings in the Protestant, Bible Belt South.  

3. Kennedy charged that the Soviets, with their nuclear bombs and the Sputniks, had gained on America in prestige and power.  Nixon was forced to defend the dying administration and claim that America's prestige had not slipped.

4. Television played a key role in the presidential election as Kennedy's personal appeal attracted many.  Kennedy won the election of 1961, gaining support in the large industrial centers where he had strong support from workers, Catholics, and African Americans.

 

Changing Economic Patterns
1. The invention of the transistor in 1948 sparked a revolution in electronics, especially computers.  Computer giant International Business Machines (IBM) grew tremendously.  

2. Aerospace industries also grew in the 1950s, thanks to Eisenhower's SAC and to an expanding passenger airline business.

3. In 1956, the number of "white-collar" (no manual  labor) workers exceeded the number of "blue-collar" (manual labor) workers.  Following suit, union memberships began to steadily decline.  

4. The new white-collar employment opened special opportunities for women.  The baby boom during the years after World War II caused the role of women to revert to the typical role of a mother and wife.  But the majority of the clerical and service work jobs created after 1950 were filled by women.  Women's new dual role as both workers and homemakers raised urgent questions about family life and about traditional definitions of gender differences.

5. Feminist Betty Friedan published in 1963 The Feminine Mystique, helping to launch the modern women's movement.  Friedan spoke to many educated women who supported her indictment of the boredom of a housewife.

 

Consumer Culture in the Fifties
1. The innovations of the credit card, fast-food, and new forms of recreation were forerunners of an emerging lifestyle of leisure and affluence.  In 1946, only 6 TV stations were broadcasting; by 1956, there were 146.  "Televangelists" like Baptist Billy Graham, and Pentecostal Holiness speaker Oral Roberts, and Roman Catholic Fulton J. Sheen took to the television airwaves to spread Christianity.  

2. As the population moved west, sports teams also moved west.  Popular music was transformed during the 1950s.  Elvis Pressley created the new style known as rock and roll.

3. Traditionalists were repelled by Presley as well as many of the new social movements during the 1950s.  Many critics blamed the implications of "societal deterioration" to the consumerist lifestyle.
