Name ________________________
Period _____

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn Study Guide Questions
Chapters 1-7

1. Describe Huckleberry Finn.  What have you learned about his education?  His observations regarding other people’s beliefs and behavior?  His self-knowledge?  His ethical behavior?

2. How does Huck differ from Tom Sawyer?

3. Describe the adults in Huck’s life:

Widow Douglas:

Miss Watson:

Jim:

Pap:

4. Describe the community’s (and Huck’s) attitudes about:

Religion:

Superstition:

Slavery:

5. Based on his escape from Pap, what do we learn about Huck? 

Chapters 8-11

6. Why did Jim escape?

7. How thoughtful is Huck’s decision to keep Jim’s secret and to help him escape? (as Huck himself admits he goes a lot by instinct)

8. Describe the incident with the rattlesnake.  How does it tighten the bond between Huck and Jim?  What role does superstition play in their friendship?

9. How does Judith Loftus figure out that Huck is really a boy?  What important information does Huck learn during this conversation?

Chapters 12-16

10. Describe the raft and Huck and Jim’s life on it as they drift down the river.

11. What does the “adventure” on the shipwrecked steamboat reveal about Huck?
12. What does the argument over King Solomon and the Frenchmen reveal about Jim?

13. Describe Huck and Jim’s plan to get to safety (at beginning of chapter 15)

14. What lesson does Huck learn from playing his trick on Jim in the fog?

15. Describe Huck’s argument with himself about turning Jim in.  What is he struggling with?  What is his ultimate decision?

16. What do Huck and Jim finally realize about Cairo?  What do they blame for all of their bad luck?

Chapters 17-19

17. Describe the Grangerford family and their house.

18. What was the cause of the feud with the Shepherdsons?

19. How did Emmeline Grangerford demonstrate her morbid fascination with death?

20. How could Buck be described as an alter ego to Huck?  (list some similarities between the two)

21. What event causes the bloodbath at the end of chapter 18?  What is Huck’s role in it?

22. What has happened to Jim during all this time?

23. This is Huck’s first experience with “quality.”  Contrast what he sees and hears at church with the later actions of the family.

24. What might be Twain’s message in this passage?

*Also – what recent historical event (for Twain) might this feud satirize?
25. Once Huck and Jim are back on the river, how have they completely withdrawn from society?

26. Describe the two strangers who jump on to the raft and explain who they say they are.

Chapters 20-23
27. How does the king fool the people at the camp meeting?

28. What had the duke been doing at the printer’s shop?

29. Describe the town in Arkansas where the king and duke present their show.

30. Describe the shooting incident in town.

31. How does Col. Sherburn turn the mob away?

32. How are the king and the duke successful with their show?

33. Describe Huck’s realization about Jim as he watches Jim cry over his family.  Why is this significant?

Chapters 24-30
34. Who do the king and duke masquerade as?  How did they discover the information they needed to be convincing?

35. Describe the king and duke’s behavior in front of the townspeople.

36. Who doesn’t believe their act at the funeral?  Why?

37. Why does Huck decided to help the girls?  What does he do?

38. To whom does Huck finally decide to tell the whole truth about the king and the duke?  Why?

39. Describe the two newcomers in town.  What are the problems in their  stories?

40. What is the town looking for when they exhume the body? What do they find?

Chapters 31-33

41. How does the king trick Huck and the duke into selling Jim?

42. What is Huck’s first idea for saving Jim?

43. Why does he feel guilty and deserving of punishment?

44. What lesson does Huck learn about prayer?
45. After Huck writes the letter to Miss Watson, he feels better for a moment, but then what does he think about?

46. What does he finally decide to do?  Why is it so significant that he tears up the letter and says, “All right, then, I’ll go to hell!”?  (think about his upbringing and his societal conscience)

47. Describe the Phelps’ plantation.

48. Who is Huck mistaken for?

49. What happens to the duke and the king?  What is Huck’s reaction?

Chapters 34-38

1. Why does Tom disapprove of Huck’s plan to free Jim?

2. Huck can’t believe that Tom wants to help free Jim, but the two boys have different motives.  Contrast Tom’s reasons for rescuing Jim with Huck’s. (think about Tom’s character and interests)

3. Why is Tom so upset about the ease with which they could free Jim?

4. Describe some of Tom’s grand ideas for the escape.  What is Huck’s response?

5. What does Tom decide that Jim must inscribe on the wall?

Chapters 39-42

1. Why do they collect rats, spiders, and snakes?  How do these animals disturb life in the Phelps’ house?

2. What kind of letters do they stuff under the door of the Phelps’ house?

3. What happens to Tom the night of the rescue?  Why don’t Huck and Jim leave like they planned?

4. What happens to Jim after Tom and Huck are found?
5. When he wakes up, what surprising revelation does Tom offer about Jim’s status?

6.  What does Jim tell Huck about Pap in the last chapter?

7.  Where does Huck decide to go at the end of the novel?  Why?

