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The  April 28th session was well attended, with the Board passing resolutions to recognize both certificated staff (teachers, counselors, 
and others) and classified staff (custodial, clerical, and others), teachers expressing views on the ongoing contract negotiations, and 
presentations on math curricula by teachers from both the middle and high schools. 
 
Cynthia Attiyeh, Human Resources Director, read the two resolutions of recognition, which dedicated a week of appreciation to each of 
the Certificated (May 4-8) and Classified (May 18-22) employees. 
 
During the opportunity for the public to speak on matters not on the agenda, four AUSD teachers spoke of their hopes and expectations 
for the current compensation negotiations: AUSD is negotiating, for the current (2014-15) school year, with the three unions 
representing District employees. 
 
Student board member Rocroi gave the student board report (student borad member Singer was busy directing the AHS production of 
"Pygmalion"). Highlights included discussion of student job shadowing, which included AHS students at Google shadowing two AHS 
alumni now employed there, and news of the Albany High Robotics Club's winning the Pioneers in Engineering (PiE) competition, over 
twenty other teams from Bay-area high schools. (Superintendent Williams has invited the Club to present at a future Board meeting, and 
that has been scheduled for the May 22nd session.) 
 
Chief Business Officer Allan Garde presented on the use of a system from Ekahau for emergency communication. That system, which 
uses radio badges to allow teachers and staff to signal emergencies, and to be located (when on campus) and informed in the event of 
one (e.g., a lockdown), has been in a voluntary trial, and will be expanded to have all employees using the badges in the next school 
year. 
 
Max Wei spoke for the City of Albany's Sustainability Committee, to give its annual report, and to introduce its new student member, 
AHS sophomore Sophia Howard. Mr. Wei touched on the question of photovoltaics (solar cells) for roofs, and on the City's interest in 
increasing its utility usage tax, among other issues. 
 
Director of Curriculum and Instruction Peter Parenti presented on the Teachers on Special Assignment (TSA) model for incorporating 
curriculum changes, most specifically adoption of the Common Core State Standards, and, it's hoped, future changes to the Science 
curriculum. AUSD has received state funding earmarked for support to new curriculum adoption, and the TSA model seems to be 
having a very positive effect, including as reflected in evaluations of the program solicited by Superintendent Williams from teachers on 
each of the campuses making use of TSAs. 
 
New math curriculum at both the middle and high school was discussed: the District will adopt the College Preparatory Math 
curriculum from CPE Educational Program, a Sacramento-area non-profit. AHS math teacher Matt Rasband, one of the TSAs for the 
math curriculum adoption, also reported that the three 9th grade math courses had all been approved by the University of California 
(California schools seek such approval to align courses with the UC "a-to-g" requirements for expectations of graduating high school 
students, to qualify graduates for potential UC admission). Given the emphasis in Common Core on reading in math, i.e., to translate 
real-world problems into math questions, the new math curriculum has also received attention from English Language Development 
specialists. 
 
The  Board approved a new Internet use policy; a resolution, recommended to the Board by the City, to address concerns of rail 
transport of fossil fuel products through the District; and a County services plan on expelled and high-risk students. The Board also 
discussed the State bill limiting exemptions on vaccinations. 
 
The session closed with expressions of concern over the recent earthquake in Nepal; some AUSD families have ties to Nepal, and a 
recent AHS BuildOn effort constructed a school there. 
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