AP Lit Hamlet Essay

Choose ONE of the essay options and write a well-developed essay that fully responds to the prompt, including appropriate textual evidence and citations.  Remember, when you cite a play you should use this format: (Act.scene.lines) Ex: (I.iv.82-85).

 Although each prompt below tells you to “choose a novel or a play,” we have chosen for you in this case: The Tragedy of Hamlet is your topic.  

This is due between 11/29/2010 and 12/2/2010 (Mon-Thurs).  Please type and double-space your essay.  Your heading should clearly indicate which prompt you have chosen.
Essay Option A:

The most important themes in literature are sometimes developed in scenes in which a death or deaths take place. Choose a novel or play and write a well-organized essay in which you show how a specific death scene helps to illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary.

Essay Option B:

One of the strongest human drives seems to be a desire for power. Write an essay in which you discuss how a character in a novel or a drama struggles to free himself or herself from the power of others or seeks to gain power over others. Be sure to demonstrate in your essay how the author uses this power struggle to enhance the meaning of the work.

Essay Option C:

In some works of literature, a character who appears briefly, or does not appear at all, is a significant presence. Choose a novel or play of literary merit and write an essay in which you show how such a character functions in the work. You may wish to discuss how the character affects action, theme, or the development of other characters. Avoid plot summary.
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