Essay Rubric (Persuasion)
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	Thesis Statement
The essay:
	Provides a powerful thesis statement that is eloquently expressed.
	Provides a valid thesis statement.
	Provides a valid thesis statement that may read awkwardly.
	Provides a thesis statement that is not a complete sentence.
	Is missing a thesis statement or is missing one or more reasons in the thesis.

	Paragraph Structure
The essay:
	Contains all the elements of the paragraph: supporting details, explanations and a concluding sentence.
	Contains most of the elements of the paragraph, but may be missing a little explanation.
	Is missing some of the elements of the paragraph, including explanation and/or concluding sentences.
	Is missing one supporting detail and accompanying explanation. 
	Is disorganized and does not follow the multi-paragraph structure format.

	Developing Ideas
Supporting Details
The essay:
	Contains powerful supporting details that all support the topic sentence. 
	Contains supporting details that all relate to the topic sentence. 
	Contains one weak supporting detail. 
	Contains supporting details that overlap in meaning or are the same thing.
	Contains supporting details that do not relate to the topic sentence. 

	Developing Ideas

Explanation

The essay: 
	Clearly and powerfully extends ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.


	Extends ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration.
	Contains one section of weak explanation or redundant explanation. 
	Contains two sections of weak explanation or redundant explanation. 
	Fails to extend ideas presented in primary or secondary sources through original analysis, evaluation, and elaboration. 

	Persuasive Techniques
The essay:
	Employs a powerful variety of persuasive methods, both logical and emotional.
	Employs a variety of persuasive methods, both logical and emotional.
	Uses one or two persuasive methods.
	Is missing either the anecdote/scenario or the either/or and call to action.
	Uses no persuasive methods or uses none effectively.

	Counterargument/Rebuttals
The essay: 
	States and maintains a position, and convincingly addresses the reader’s counterarguments.  
	States and maintains a position, and addresses the reader’s counterarguments.  
	Contains a counterargument but the rebuttal is weak. 
	Fails to address the reader’s counterarguments.
	Is missing counterarguments or has no counterarguments.

	Evidence

(If applicable)
The essay:
	Includes the best possible evidence from the source for that topic sentence.
	Includes appropriate evidence.
	Includes one piece of weak evidence.
	Includes mostly weak evidence.
	Does not provide evidence.

	Citations

(If applicable)

The essay:

	Cites all information appropriately.
	Cites most of the information appropriately.
	Cites some of the information appropriately.
	Cites all the information inappropriately with one minor error.
	Cites no information or does it all inappropriately.

	Tone 
(If applicable)

The essay:


	Maintains a formal tone throughout the writing using the academic language of the unit.
	Maintains a formal tone through the majority of the writing using the academic language of the unit.
	Maintains some formal tone and uses some of the academic language of the unit.
	Demonstrates an inappropriate tone in sections of the paragraph by using contractions, weak words and colloquial language.
	Demonstrates a consistent and/or blatantly inappropriate tone

	Language Conventions
The essay:


	Contains, few, if any, errors in conventions of English language. Errors are minor and do not affect the impact of the paragraph.

	May contain some errors in the conventions of English language. Errors do not interfere with the reader’s understanding of the paragraph.

	May contain several errors in the conventions of English language but errors are mostly in spelling and are not syntactical.


	May contain several errors in the conventions of English language. Errors may interfere with the reader’s understanding of the paragraph because of incomplete sentences.


	May contain serious errors in the conventions of the English language. Errors interfere with the reader’s understanding of the paragraph.



	Grade
	A
	B
	C
	F
	F


California State Standards
· Language Conventions 1.3: Demonstrate an understanding of proper paragraph structure.
· Writing 2.4: Write persuasive compositions. 
