Compare and Contrast: 1984 (novel) and Minority Report (film)

	
	1984
	Minority Report

	Characters & Conflicts
	Protagonists: 

 * Winston Smith: thin, weak, intellectual man who is a minor member of the Outer Party.  Hates Big Brother and totalitarianism, dreams of revolution and freedom from total control.  

* Julia: beautiful dark-haired girl; Winston’s lover; works in the fiction department of the Minitrue; rebels only for personal pleasure.

Antagonists: Big Brother, The Party, O’Brien


	Protagonists: 
Antagonists: 



	Setting & Society
	Setting: Air Strip One, Oceania (formerly London, England); 

Society is an “oligarchical collective” with a small, powerful ruling class (Inner Party), a slightly larger “middle class” (Outer Party), and a large lower class (The Proles).  Only the members of the Inner Party have luxury items and comfortable lives; the bulk of Oceania’s residents live in poverty and in constant fear of Big Brother and the Thought Police (and their own children).


	Setting: 

Society: 

	Symbols
	* The glass paperweight 

* The telescreens and posters 

* The red-armed prole woman

* 

*


	*

*

*

*

	Themes
	* The dangers of totalitarian governments

* The destruction of language for purposes of power and control

* 

*


	* The role of “preventative government/law enforcement” in protecting citizens

*

*

*



	
	1984
	Minority Report

	Other Important Ideas/Thoughts  (Your Choice)
	
	


Closing Reflection:

Although the worlds of 1984 and Minority Report are very different in some ways, such as ______________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________, 

they also have striking similarities, including _________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.

Ultimately, the message of these works is similar: __________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________.
