Geoffrey Chaucer (1343-1400)
English author, poet, philosopher, civil servant, diplomat

Considered by some to be the father of the English Literature, the first great English writer, the greatest English writer before Shakespeare

We don’t know that much about him as a person aside from how he presents himself in his writings and from official records.
His most famous work, considered his masterpiece, is Canterbury Tales. 
Tells the story of a group of religious pilgrims going to Canterbury, a cathedral southeast of London. 

Chaucer the name comes from the French meaning shoemaker
Born around 1343, probably in London though the date and location are not known for certain, shortly after the start of the Hundred Years’ War with France. 

Born into a family that was neither poor nor or the nobility. 
Father was a well-to-do vintner or winemaker. 

At a young age, was placed in the household of the wife of Prince Lionel, a son of Kind Edward III where he served as a page or attendant. 
An advantageous position as it allowed Chaucer to learn the manners of the upper class and to make connections
Here that he probably met John of Gaunt, Lionel’s younger brother, who became Chaucer’s lifelong patron
1359–60 with the army of Edward III in France, where he was captured by the French but was later ransomed

The King himself contributed to his ransom.

By 1366 he had married Philippa Roet, who was probably the sister of John of Gaunt's third wife; she was a lady-in-waiting to Edward III's queen
1370 to 1378—was frequently employed on diplomatic missions to the Continent, visiting Italy in 1372–73 and in 1378. 

From 1374 on he held a number of official positions, among them comptroller of customs on furs, skins, and hides for the port of London (1374–86) and clerk of the king's works and subforester of a royal park (1389–91). 

Remained in royal favor throughout the turbulent reign of Richard II.
Then Henry of Bolingbrook, Richard’s popular cousin, wrested the throne from his control and was crowned King Henry IV, the first Tudor king
This was fine for Chaucer because Henry was the son of John of Gaunt, Chaucer’s patron.
Didn’t have long to enjoy his favor, as he died only a year after Henry took the crown
Oct. 25, 1400—the official date of Chaucer's death 
buried in Westminster Abbey, where many of England’s writers are buried 

His literary works are generally divided into three periods: The Early Works, The Italian Period and Canterbury Tales 

In his many diplomatic missions, traveled a good deal and was influenced
His life crossed the time period that was emerging from the “Dark” ages, trade and commerce expanding, Europe was on the cusp of the Renaissance 
Early Period primarily influenced by French medieval writings 

Italian Period marked by his being influenced by his travels to Italy and encountering the writings of Dante, Petrarch and Boccaccio

Last two decades of his life he produced his best work, including The Canterbury Tales, a collection of verse and prose tales of many different kinds

Started the tales about 1387 and he was still working on them when he died 

