Genesis Discussion Questions

1) Is there any significance in the order of God’s creative acts?

2) What kind of God is the Genesis God?

3) Describe the style of language in the first seven paragraphs. What parts are repeated? To what effect or purpose do you think parts are repeated? 
4) The tree of the knowledge of good and evil is forbidden to Adam and Eve. What danger might God have seen in their having this knowledge? In what ways is knowledge a good thing? A bad thing?
5) Why put this tree of knowledge in the Garden of Eden in the first place if it is forbidden? Why have the serpent?
6) What was the real conflict that led to the first murder in the “Cain and Abel” story? What was God’s reaction? How might one explain the marked difference in the nature of the two brothers?
7) Does Genesis fulfill the 4 purposes of myth?
8) How can the story of Adam and Eve and the Garden of Eden be interpreted on a symbolic level? Does it express a universal truth about life and humanity—the experience of being born, growing up, growing old, and dying? Are we all in some ways like Adam and Eve? Explain.
