I. The Huns

a. Quick Facts

i. The Huns came from the land near the Caspian Sea in 91 AD

ii. In 370 the Huns crossed the Volga river and attacked the Alans

iii. Next to fall were the Goths, who began to flood into Roman territory in search of protection

iv. The Huns first attacked the Eastern Romans in 395 in the Caucasus, Syria and Anatolia

v. By 398 they left the Eastern Roman Empire and invaded the Sassanid Empire

b. Attila the Hun

i. Forced the Romans to pay tribute in 435

ii. After the Romans failed to pay this tribute, the Huns invaded, 

iii. Honoria, sister of Western Roman Emperor Valentinian III, sent Attila a ring, asking that he save her from marriage.  He took it as a proposal and demanded the Western Empire.

iv. In 451 the Huns were defeated by the Romans, Franks and Goths

v. In 452 Attila led the Huns over the Alps approaching Rome 

vi. The Pope was able to convince Attila to turn back

II. The Goths

a. Quick Facts

i. The Goths originated on the Island of Gotland, near present day Sweden

ii. They migrated southeastwards where they divided in the Ostrogoths (Eastern Goths) and Visigoths (Western Goths)

iii. The Romans and Goths fought a series of battles in the Third and Early fourth centuries

b. Onwards towards Rome

i. Late 4th century the Huns push the Goths into the Eastern Roman Empire

ii. The Romans take advantage of the Goths including price gouging and enslavement

iii. In 376 the Goths revolt, 

iv. In 410, led by their king Alaric, the Visigoths sack Rome

v. The emperor Honorius  offered them Aquitania in southern France 

c. Outcome

i. the Vandals from the Iberian peninsula ending in 475, 

ii. The Ostrogoths broke away from Hunnic rule and invaded Rome in 488

iii.  beginning of the sixth century, the Ostrogoths ruled the entire Italian peninsula
iv. The Ostrogothic Kingdom fell in 553 when it was defeated by the Eastern Roman Empire under Teia

v. The Visigothic Kingdom fell in 711 when it was defeated by the Umayyads, an Islamic force from North Africa

III. The Vandals

a. Quickfatcts

i. The Vandals originated in Uppland, Sweden 

ii. In the second century the Vandals attacked the Roman Empire 

iii. fourth century the Vandals were defeated by the Goths In 400 AD, the Vandals and their allies, the Alans invaded the Roman Empire, due to the Huns. 
b. From Germany to Africa

i. In 406 the Vandals  and Alans invaded the territory of the Franks, defeating them and devastating Gaul

ii. In 409, the Romans set up the Alans as foederati in Western Iberia, and the Vandals as foederati in Eastern Iberia

iii. In 418 the Visigoths entered Iberia and crushed the Alans, who then offered their crown to the Vandal king, Gunderic

iv. In 429 the Vandals crossed into North Africa In 435 the Romans gave the Vandals land in North Africa to make peace. 

c. Onward to Rome

i. In 439 King Geiseric led the Vandals conquest of Carthage, breaking the peace with Rome

ii. While the Roman focused on the Huns, the Vandals looted the Mediterranean coast

iii. In 455, Emperor Valentinian III was killed and his wife sent a letter begging Genseric for rescue, instead he came and sacked Rome

iv. In 533 the Vandals were defeated.

IV. The Franks

a. Quick Facts

i. The Franks appear along the Roman frontier of the Rhine river in late third and early fourth centuries

ii. The Romans began using Franks as Foederati 

iii. 486, Clovis turned against the Romans, consolidated power by defeating rival Frankish chieftains.

iv. By 509, Clovis had conquered nearly all of Gaul 

b. The Merovingian and Carolingian Kingdoms

i. Clovis divided his kingdom amongst his four sons 

ii. Until 751, these descendants of Clovis engaged in frequent warfare 

iii. In 732, Charles Martel, , defeated the Moors halting the Islamic advance into Western Europe

c. From Roman to Holy Roman

i. Charles Martel’s son, Pepin “the short” assumed the Kingship for himself

ii. In 768, Pepin divided his Kingdom between his two sons, Charlemagne and Carloman who resigned as King, (leaving his share of the Kingdom to Charlemagne)

iii. Charlemagne expanded his territories into Iberia, Italy and Germany. He was  crowned Emperor of Rome by Pope Leo III on December 25th 800 AD 
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