Chapter 6  Section 2 Outline

Voter Qualifications Among the States

Section Objective
To understand the diversity of voter qualifications among the States.

A. Citizenship and Residence

1. Citizenship

· Only one State constitution, that of Minnesota, draws a distinction between native-born and naturalized citizens.
2. Residence

· All States have residence requirements in order to prevent election fraud and ensure that citizens have had time to familiarize themselves with relevant political issues before voting.

· In 1972 the Supreme Court ruled that no State can require a waiting period of longer than 30 days.

3. Age

· The 26th Amendment sets 18 as the cap on the minimum age for voting in any election. 

B. Other Qualifications

1. Registration

· There is a growing trend toward easing voter registration laws, which discriminate against the poor and less-educated.

2. Literacy

· Literacy tests were used to ensure that voters had the capacity to cast an informed ballot, but they were also used to discriminate against African Americans.

3. Tax Payment
· Poll taxes were once common in the South.

4. Who May Not Vote

· Every State denies suffrage to those who are mentally incompetent, and most also disfranchise those convicted of serious crimes. 
