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The Economy and Our Environment

Start Date: April 26, 2011

Project Due Date: May 16, 2011      

Presentation Date: May 16, 2011

Driving Question:  How will a rail transit system impact Oahu?

· Benchmarks covered (Please see rubric for detailed wording)

· Social Studies 7.PI.6.1, 7.PI.3.6

· Science 7.2.1, 7.1.3

There is much controversy over the idea of a rail transit system in Hawaii.  Some people believe that it is the only way to reduce our traffic, help eliminate some of the greenhouse gases, and stimulate our economy.  Others believe that rail is not the catch all answer to Hawaii’s problems; and that its presence will not only disrupt the beauty of the island but, will put Hawaii in further economic despair.  These are not the only reasons why people are hesitant to fully support the idea of rail, concerns about destroying cultural grounds, historical sites, current residences, and the existing flora and fauna also create uneasy feelings.  No one can really know the reality of what a public transportation system of this kind will bring, we can only analyze the issue from various perspectives and hope that our decisions are well informed and for the good of the people in Hawaii.

Your task is to research a particular site, _______________, located on the proposed rail path.  The research your team conducts must bring forth the pros and cons of a rail transit system from various perspectives: environmental, political, social, and economic.  Each person in your group will be assigned a societal role in which each member must write their own 5 paragraph essay with that perspective in mind.  At the conclusion of the project your team will work together to make a recommendation based on your research. After composing your recommendation, each group will share their findings with our learning community in a formal presentation.  

Various roles represented within the group

· Businesses (Retail/Companies, Goods, Services)

· Community

· Construction

· Transportation

Possible areas to research

· Hoopili

· Waipahu

· Pearl Ridge

· Kalihi

· Chinatown

· Ala Moana

· Waikiki

The following is a list of tasks to be completed by the due dates listed...

	TASKS
	Due Date
	Teacher
	Rating

	Archeological Dig –  (Group)

· Data Observations – Transect Grid

· Data Observations – Artifact Catalog and Processing Sheet
	04/27/11
	Lee
	

	Artifact Analysis to ID Location (Group) - ___________________________
	04/27/11
	Lee
	

	Historical Analysis – (Group)

· History = Flow Map to depict time-line
	04/29/11
	Ifuku-Yi
	

	5 Paragraph Essay – (Individual) 

    Society Role __________________________________________

· Tree Map - Planning and Organizing Essay

· Title with Society Role

· Paragraph #1 (Introduction) Describe the present location in detail

· Paragraph #2  - Significance of the area in the past (refer to artifacts found)

· Paragraph #3 – Describe the tentative rail transit route

· Paragraph #4 – Provide your societal role's perspective on the rail transit, and its impact on the location.  Include 2 – 3 possible alternatives that benefit and protect the interests of most/all of the role groups.

· Paragraph #5 – Make a recommendation for rail transit by selecting and advocating for one of the possible alternatives mentioned in paragraph #4. 
	4/29

Tree Map  & Intro

P#1 & P#2

5/4

P#3 & 4

5/10
P#5

5/13

Final
	Ifuku-Yi Lee


	

	Oral Presentation (Group)

· Power point has all required parts, is organized, and shows quality work. (upload to B3)

· Group's final recommendations (EIS) are based on factual data, intended to help the general public, and ideas are logical and well thought out.

· (Individual) – Each person has an assigned part, speeches are prepared on note cards, speaker is poised, audible, and has good eye contact. 
	05/16 All
	Ifuku-Yi 

Lee
	

	Reflection (Individual)

· How will you be impacted by the implementation of a mass transit system? = Tree Map
	5/13


	Ifuku-Yi

Lee
	

	Power Point (Group)

· Title

· Historical Flow Thinking Map  (Brace and Tree in folder)

· All Figures (pictures with captions/graphs with captions)

1. Pictures with captions = past, present, future of locale

2. Labeled map of the location

3. Graph of data with Caption (must be meaningful to project)

· Summary of each Societal Role's perspective and concerns regarding rail transit system

· (EIS) Environmental Impact Statement – Group's final recommendations for rail transit 

Bibliography (Group)

· 1 Bibliography for entire group (5 sources min)
	4/29

Pictures

5/16

All
	Ifuku-Yi

Lee
	

	Extra Credit:  Interview with member of community – Turn in Q/A, to teacher before conducting the interview (need to make arrangements with teachers).
	05/06/11
	Ifuku-Yi

Lee
	

	I am aware that this project is a major portion of my son/daughter’s Social Studies and Science Grade.  Failure to complete MY portion of the project will greatly affect the outcome of my final quarter, semester, and year grade.  If I feel that an intervention is needed for me to be successful I will discuss this with Mrs. Ifuku-Yi and Mrs. Lee before the final week of the project. 

(May 10, 2011)

Student Signature:

Parent/Guardian Signature:

   
	4/28


	Ifuku-Yi
	

	TOTAL POINTS
	
	
	         


