The West between Wars: 1919 – 1939
Aftermath of the War


Almost all of the major economies were bankrupt


Political tradition of imperial government came to end for new changing forms of 
government 


People questioned the reason for the war and its results.


Europeans had feelings of insecurity.

The United States and Japan were the two remaining creditor nations.

The United States, unwilling to sign the Versailles Treaty, assisted Germany in 
restructuring and reduced the war debt in the Dawes and Young Plans. Europeans 
demanded American commercial and industrial goods. American farmers kept 
Europe fed in the first few years after the war. 

The United States after the War

Red Scare: Fear (paranoia) that communism will spread worldwide. The belief that Bolsheviks will attempt to overthrow U.S. institutions and government.
Isolationism: U.S. thinks that most problems are Europe’s fault. The U.S. should stay out of European affairs because it is still is afraid of another World War.
Women’s Suffrage: Women for the first time get to vote (in United States).  Women are politically equal to men; however they are not economically equal. Women express their political equality by smoking, and trying to enjoy equally shared freedoms.  There is a sexual revolution that takes place in the 1920’s.
Prohibition: Government passed restrictions on the consumption of alcohol. Alcohol consumption decreased, although illegal activities regarding alcohol escalated.  This leads to increased “organized” crime.
Roaring 20s: Jazz and Gin Age: (Extreme Racism towards the blacks in United States) Louis Armstrong (most famous band leader of the era).  Jazz music is improvisational, meaning that every performance is unique.  A Jazz band is composed of mostly brass instruments, bass, drums, and piano.  Jazz music originated in New Orleans, but later jumped to New York City.  Jazz music is mostly influenced by the American black music experience, although it cannot be identified as a wholly black experience. 
Harlem Renaissance: (Harlem- black section in New York City) Harlem area is considered the most important place to see “African influenced arts” Wealthy Americans spend large sum of money in Harlem.

Duke Ellington-Famous jazz pianist/composer
Langston Hughes-poet, Pro-African writer
“The Lost Generation”


An American socialite, Gertrude Stein, identified two American writers, F. Scott 
Fitzgerald and Ernest Hemingway, living in Paris without a sense of direction or 
purpose as members of a “Lost Generation.”
New Science challenges conventional understanding.


Sigmund Freud: Psychoanalysis


Human behavior is heavily influenced by the unconscious mind.


Albert Einstein: Theory of Relativity
· Time and space are relative to the point of the observer.

· This theory becomes confused with relativism, it is not about having an absolute truth or not.

Werner Heisenberg: Theory of Uncertainty – Even if you can identify the path of the electron, you will not be able to know where it goes.

Mass Media


With radio and film millions of people could be reached at a given moment. 
Totalitarians use mass media to control thought.
Western Artistic Expressions


Surrealism



(“Beyond Reality”) Inspired by Freud’s ideas, it sought to link the world 


of dreams with real life. Objects are represented in unrealistic ways.


Dadaism



(From French word for “hobbyhorse”) As much a protest as an art 



movement, its works were meant to be absurd, nonsensical and 



meaningless.


Expressionism



Artists depicted the inner world of emotion with vivid bold colors with 


exaggerated and distorted shapes.


Cubism



Artists transformed natural shapes into geometric forms. Objects were 


broken down into different parts with sharp angles and edges. Often 


several views were offered at the same time.


Functionalism



American architect Frank Lloyd Wright designed homes featuring clean 


low lines and open interiors that blended with the natural landscape.


Bauhaus



Walter Gropius led the Functionalists in Germany and started this school 


of art and design after the war.


Socialist Realism 



It is an art form that glorifies the goals of the Marxist state. Fascists, as 


socialists often incorporated this theme. Portraits of the national leader are 


often depicted; this reflects the near worship of the leader known as the 


cult of personality.
Literary Forms

Stream of Consciousness



Marcel Proust and James Joyce popularized a new literary device of the 


1920s and 1930s, which told a story through the disconnected thoughts 


and associations.


Existentialism


There is no universal meaning in life. Each person must act alone in 


choosing his or her actions.

The US Stock Market Crash and World Depression


Soon after the US Stock Market crashed, the world fell into a world depression, 
low economic activity and high unemployment.
Totalitarianism in Europe


Russia (The Soviet Union)



Following the Russian Civil War, Lenin introduces NEP, New Economic 


Policy, to restart the Russian economy.



The Soviet Political system







Only Communist Party members have political power.




The Politburo, a committee of seven, is the policy making body of 



the Soviet Union.  


Joseph Stalin emerges after the death of Lenin the most powerful person in 

the government. Stalin uses his position to force Trotsky into exile. He 


assumes dictatorial power and replaces NEP with successive Five Year 


Plans; these policies force farms into collectives and rapid 




industrialization of the country at the cost of millions lives. 



Starting in the early 1930s, there is increasing political opposition against 


Stalin’s policies. Stalin begins a purge, ruthlessly eliminates all 



opposition to his authority.  Show trials demonstrate the consequences of 


disloyalty to the leader.

Italy



Fascism 




Black Shirts swear their loyalty to “Il Duce.”



Mussolini, “Either they will give us the government, or we shall 



seize it.” The government succumbed to the pressure of Fascists.

Germany



Postwar government, the Weimar Republic, was dominated by Social 


Democrats. Although, “Germany was a republic without republicans.”


National Socialism (NSDAP), the Nazi Party




A convergence of Fascism, racism, Social Darwinism and extreme 



nationalism



Bier Hall Pusch




Attempting to follow the example of Mussolini,  National 




Socialists in 1923 attempt to overthrow the Weimar Republic. 



Adolf Hitler is convicted and thrown into prison where he writes 



Mein Kampf.




Provides an explanation to Germany’s problems





The central struggle in history is land conquest; German’s 





need for Lebensraum (living space).







Paradoxically identifies the Jews as the source of most of 





Germany’s problems.





Identifies the negotiators of Armistice as traitors




Accuses Jews of controlling international banking





Accuses Jews in Germany as disloyal




Links Marxism to the Jews




Identifies the founders of the Weimar Republic as traitors



Brown Shirts 




Paramilitary organization composed largely of veterans of WWI 



that sought to bring Germany under the control the Nazis



The Economic Crisis of the early 1930s increases polarization of the 


political parties. Germans increasingly feel drawn to Fascism and 



Marxism. 



In the 1932 Elections, Nazis win the largest number of seats. Nazis form a 


coalition government and force President Hindenburg to appoint Adolf 


Hitler Chancellor of Germany. With the death of Paul von Hindenburg in 


1934, Hitler assumes the offices of both President and Chancellor, and 


identified as “Der Fuhrer.”


Burning of the Reichstag




Nazi leaders set the Reichstag on fire, and place incriminating 



evidence on the Marxists. The government grants Hitler dictatorial 



power through the Enabling Act. Members of the Marxist Party 



are arrested, Marxist Party is outlawed. 



Hitler’s Economic Program followed the Keynesian model.




Public Work Programs





Building of the Autobahn





Building for the Olympic Games





Rearmament




Nuremberg Laws, Nazis have designs to force Jews to give up 



their property and force them to leave the country.  





Redefining citizenship laws





Outlawing marriage between Jews and Gentiles





Non German citizens not allowed to posses property  





Jews are excluded from government and professional jobs



Life in Nazi Germany




Germans accept Hitler and the Nazis because many thought that  



Hitler had ended German’s depression.




Joseph Goebbels directed propaganda effectively by manipulating 



public opinion, through spectacular political rallies schools 




and mass media. 




Leni Riefenstahl’s The Triumph of the Will conveyed the 




power of the Nazis through documentary film. All artistic 




achievement is lost to the director’s attachment to Nazism.



Hitler needed support from the Army so he purged Germany of the 


SA “Brown Shirts,” who were not respected by the members of the 


military. He creates in their place the SS, Schutzstaffel, the 




political wing of the Army. The SS is led by Heinrich Himmler.



Krystallnacht





Germans vandalize and destroy Jewish business. This 




marks the beginning of the systematic violence against the 




Jews. 

Spain 


Civil War rips apart Spanish society. The liberal majority form a coalition 
government with socialists and Marxists. Military leaders unite under Francisco 
Franco (aided by Germany and Italy) to oppose Republican forces (aided by the 
USSR). The Fascists, known as the Falangists, defeat the Republican forces.
France


The Depression polarizes the French electorate. Liberal forces form a coalition 
with socialists and Marxists identified as the Popular Front.

Eastern Europe


The economic collapse of the West undermined democratic forces. Eastern 
Europe had no democratic tradition and lacked a professional middle class. 

Czechoslovakia and Poland were able to maintain democratic government for 

some measure due to possessing a professional middle class.
The Big Question
Why did the West not stop Hitler and Mussolini until it was too late?


Economic challenges prevented western democracies to rebuild their militaries.


Western democracies were invested in the Kellogg Briand Pact and 
disarmament.

There was a lack of moral clarity.


There was a lack of confidence.


There was fear that stopping the Fascists would launch civilization into another 
terrible war.

